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Brits Scoop Nebula, Dick Awards

British writers won both the ‘Best Novel’ Nebula and the Philip K. Dick Award in America

recently.

* Nicola Griffith’s Slow River won the Nebula for Best Novel. This year's Nebulas were
presented at the Holiday Inn Crown Plaza in Kansas City on 20 April. Now living in Seattle
with her partner, Kelley Estridge, Nicola was born in Leeds and moved to Hull when she was
18, where she was the lead singer for the band Jane’s Plane. Her previous novel Ammonite
(1994) was nominated for the 1995 Arthur C. Clarke Award.

* Stephen Baxter's The Time Ships won this year's
Philip K. Dick Award, given for the best novel
published in the US as a paperback original in 19%. It
was presented at Norwescon in Seattle. A ‘special
citation” went to Michael Bishop's At the City Limits of

= Philip K. Dick Award =

Stephen Baxter
The Time Ships

(Voyagen Fate.

Special Citation
Michael Bishop
At the City Linits of Fate
(Edgewood Press)

Steve flew to the States to collect the Award, which
he can add to the growing collection of acolades for
his sequel to The Time Machine: it's also won the BSFA
Award, the Kurt Lasswitz Award and the John W.
Campbell Memorial Award, as well as being nomin-
ated for a Hugo and the Arthur C. Clarke Award

= Nebula Awards =

NOVEL
Nicola Griffith
Slow River
(Del Rey)

NOVELLA
Jack Dann
“Da Vinci Rising”
(Asimov's, May 95)
NOVELETTE
Bruce Holland Rogers
“Lifeboat on a Burning Sea”
(F&SF, Oct/Nov 95)
‘SHORT STORY
Esther M. Friesner
“A Birthday”
(F&SF, Aug 95)
GRAND MASTER
Jack Vance

2661 unl /Ao« ]

Sam Moskowitz Dies

The Amenican sf historian and critic Sam Moskowitz died
on 15 April aged 76, following a heart attack on the 7th
which sent him into a coma. Bom in 1920, he chaired the
first Worldcon in New York in 1939, and was the first
writer to attempt a history of sf fandom in This Immortal
Storm, originally serialised in Fantasy Commentator from
1945 to 1953 and published in book form in 1954. He had
recently been working on a continuation of this to take the
story up to the entry of the US into World War II, and also
covering UK pre-war fandom; some of this work has also
appeared in Fantasy Commentator, for which he was an
advisory editor.

Moskowitz also did much ground-breaking work on
early and proto-science fiction, and argued for a thematic
treatment of contemporary sf. Though not an academic,
books such as Explorers of the Infinite (1963), Seekers of
Tomorrow (1966) and Strange Horizons (1976) laid the
foundations for later and stricter examinations of the
genre. Much of these books first appeared as columns in
magazines such as Amazing, and for his contribution to the
critical study of sf he received the Pilgrim Award in 1951

However, probably his most valuable research was in
the field of proto-sf, particularly early American writing.
He unearthed many neglected writers in anthologies such
as Science Fiction by Gaslight (1968), which covered the
popular magazines and ‘dime novels’ of the 1890s to the
1910s. His more recent work was extending the
boundaries of US sf back in time, with essays on such
writers as Edward Everett Hale and William Henry
Rhodes, both active in the 18605,

He was also a prolific anthologiser, an expert on Edgar
Allan Poe, and provided long biographical introductions
to anthologies of many writers ranging from Olaf
Stapledon to A. Merritt, William Hope Hodgson to H. P.
Lovecraft. Despite suffering from throat cancer in recent
years, which necessitated the use of a voice buzzer, he
Temained active to the last, rescarching and writing
articles. His work is essential reading for any student of
early sf, and the flame he lit still bums brightly.

— Clhris Terran

Frost Defaults On TAFF Repayments

Last year the Trans-Atlantic Fan Fund was dealt a severe
blow when 1993 winner Abigail Frost was not able to
pass on the Fund's money in her care, some £2,700 (see
Matrix 122 and 123 for full story). TAFF, now over forty
years old, pays through voluntary donations for a fan to
cross the Atlantic and visit a Worldcon or Eastercon.
Despite the lack of official funding the 1996 winner
Martin Tudor was able, through loans and emergency
donations, to make his trip to last year's Worldcon in Los
Angeles. Last November Frost handed over a cheque for
£200 and promised to repay the balance in monthly
instalments of £80, starting in January.

In Apri's Bum Group News Tudor - now
administering the fund - reports that the £200 cheque
has cleared, but he has received nothing further from
Frost, and she has not answered the two letters he's sent
to her, However, the highly successful fund-raising efforts
at Novacon and elsewhere mean that all TAFF's debts
have been repaid, and the Fund is now £188 in credit. A
large amount of money - possibly around £800 - is also
expected from the sale of the 2,000 books left to the fund
by the late Brian Robinson. Andy Richards of Cold
Tonnage Books is helping with storage and pricing.

Don't Fear The Reaper

Don't Fear the Reaper was an alleged sf
magazine, defails of which were being
circulated in a letter last December. It does
not exist. According to Richard Elks,
Community Vice Principal of the John Ellis
Community College in Leicester, the letter
may have appeared to come from a James
Norris and asked for contributions to be sent
to Maria Everley. He continued, “This letter is
completely fictifious. It is a malicious
campaign to cause personal distress to Mrs
Everley. Mrs Everley is a tulor on a creative
writing course at this College and this letter
is targeted against her. This matter is now in
the hands of the police and they would be
grateful to receive any evidence regarding
this matter.”

It you've received or seen a copy, or have
any information, Mr Elks asks that you do not
act on the contents, but contact him urgently
at John Elis  Community College,
Corporation Road, Leicester, LE4 5PW. Tel.
0116 266 3111, fax 0116 261 0498. O

BSFA Membership Rates

increased to £12 per year.

Unwaged Subscription Rate
For those members paying the unwaged rate, the annual subscription has been

We are sorry about this, but we found that the previous rate fell so far short of the
actual cost of producing the magazines that a change had to be made. The new
rate of £12 has been kept as low as possible while still covering a reasonable
proportion of the direct costs of magazine production.

— Elizabeth Billinger, Treasurer
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LosT In Space Seven grams of the ashes of Gene Roddenberry
were put info orbt on 21 Apei, along with those of
scienist Kratft Ehvicke, 2 colleague of Wernher von Braun in et
Nazi da

Your Move . .. John Jarrold has left Legend (where he was sf
editor) and from the startof May wil be working tree days a week for
Simon & Schuster, where he wil put together their new st imprn,

Ken BuLmen is recovering in hospital after suffering a stroke just
before Easter, and lying undiscovered in his fla for two ays. He's said
to be doing farly well

INTeRVENTION Rouno-up John Harold won this year's Doc Weir
Award, which was presented to him by last year's winner Mark
Plummer. - The 1999 Eastercon bidding was won by Reconvene. The
venue will again be the Adeiphi Hotel in Liverpool. with guests Peter S.
Beagle. John Clute and Jetf Noon (see Events for detais). + lan
Sorensen amounced that his bid to stage the 1998 Corfu in Leeds
had won. Corfi - “CORrecting FLUG", what we know as Tippex - is
an annual fanzine convention usually held in the States. Again, see
Events for defails « To the accompaniment of e grumbling (but not
that much) Intersection was finally laid 1o rest when ts remaining funds
were spen on a free bar. - WINNERS! Chris Terran and Andy Butler's
“Spot The Author’ word-square competiion reaped a good entry. No
one got all 47 authors — everyone missed M. J. Engh. tee hee - but
Dave M. Roberts got 46, with Susan Francis and Chris Brooks on
45. Congratuiations. and your T-shirs wil be with you shorty.

Lexxis v fim Tim

1997 Hugo Nominations

‘The nominations for the 1997 Hugo Awards were announced on April 21; the winners will be announced
at LoneStarCon2, this year's Worldcon in Texas, in September.

» BesT NoveL (356 ballots): Kim Stanley Robinson Blue Mars (HarperCollins); Bruce Sterling Holy Fire
(Orion); Lois MeMaster Bujold Memory (Baen); Elizabeth Moon Remmant Population (Baen); Robert J.
Sawyer Slaplex (Ace)

+ BesTNOVELLA' (209 ballots): Jerry Oltion “Abandon in Place” (F&'SF Dec 96); George R. R. Martin “Blood
of the Dragon” (Asimov's Jul %) Maureen F. McHugh “The Cost to Be Wise” (Starlight 1); Mary
Rosenblum "Gas Fish” (Asimov’s Feb 9); Gregory Benford “Immersion” (SF Age Mar 96); Jack
McDevitt “Time Travellers Never Die” (Asimou’s May %)

« Best NOVELETTE (221 ballots): William Barton “Age of Aquarius” (Asimov's May %); Suzy McKee
Charnas “Beauty and the Opéra or the Phantom Beast” (Asimov’s Mar 96); Bruce Sterling “Bicycle
Repairman” (Intersections; Asimou's Oct 96); Mike Resnick “The Land of Nod” (Asimcv’s Jun 9%); Ursula
K. Le Guin “Mountain Ways” (Asimao’s Aug 96).

+ BEST SHORT STORY (254 ballots): Michael Swanwick “The Dead” (smnxm 1); Robert Reed “Decency”
(Asimov's Jun 9%); John Crowley “Gone” (F&SF Sep 96); Connie Wi e Soul Selects Her Own
Society . .." (Asimou’s Apr 96; War of the Worlds: Global Dispatches); James White “Un-Birthday Boy”
(Analog Feb %).

* Best NoN-FicTion Book (163 ballots): Patti Perret The Faces of Fantasy (Tor); John Clute Look at the Evidence
(Liverpool University Press; Serconia Press); Dave Langford The Silence of the Langford (NESFA Press); L.
Sprague de Camp Time & Chance (Grant); Diana Wynne Jones The Tough Guide to Fantasyland (Gollancz
Vista),

+ BisT DRAMATIC v* (283 ballots) Day; Mars Atacs!; Babyion 5 *Severed Dreas”;

Star Trek: First Contact; Star Trek: Deep Space Nine “Trials and Tribble-ations’

» BesT EDITOR (248 ballots): Gardner Dozois (Asimov's); Scott Edelman (SF Age); Patrick Nielsen Hayden

(Tor), Kristine Kathryn Rusch (F&SF); Stanley Schmidt (4nalog)

Cury, utger Hauer and Malcoim McDowel, now being foted around
the tv companes. s pure sf - Lexx is a spacecraft/ weapon hijacked
by 8 group of likeable rogues ~ and though it's mosty five-action,
nearly B5% of the senies contains CGI graphics, including vinually al
sets and large-scale props. I can be screened as sther four 2-hour
fims or an eght-episode series
Lonoon CircLe MeeTinGs are suffering from wanderlust, with
the Jubiee now gettng as crowded s the Welington was. Possible
new venues include the Moon Under Water on Charing Cross Road or
2 Wetherspoons pub near the One Tun
ARIPF s the Association for Research in Popular Fiction
recently established by Liverpool John Moore's Universty and the
Unwersity of Liverpool, It aims 10 atfer 2 forum for research into
popular fiction, faciitate interdiscipinary contact, promote research
and teaching, encourage contact between European and infemational
researchers. hold an annual . and estabish a network of
researchers within the field, Their first newslettr has just been issued,
and & o the Associtionfor £10 (5 student/ unwaged).

Media and Cultural
Joh\!buesU!ms«y Dean Waters Buidng, St James Road,
Liverpooi, L1 78R
Emai: N.Moodygl 1vjn. ac. uk
Jo CLavTON is recovering in hospital from a non ife-treatening
cancer, although it has destroyed much of her bone mass and can no
longer stand wofhout being in danger of breaking her legs. Accorcing
o Katherine Kerr in Ansible, she's in good spirits and enjoying driving
e electric wheelchair complete with ‘0000g-2aza’ hor.
WaiNG "M DRY 2 The sf partwork test-marketed in the Exeter and

ForaoTTeN FUTURES is a scientific romance réle-playing game
from distibuted 1BM 1.44 Mo
only), Various scenarios are available including Kipling's “AB.C." 21st
century airship ulopia, Grtth's inerplanetary romance Stores of
Other Worids, Conan Doyle's ‘Challenger’ books. and Hodgson's
Camacki the Ghost Finder. All contain the text of the stones, period
ustrations, spreadshests. nes and much else. Also avaiabie are 2
farge number of copynght-free 19th century stories and graphics on
disc. Prices £1-10,

Contact: Marcus L. Rowland, 22 Westbourne Park Vills, London, W2
SEA

HAL 9000 Payeo PooLE and won in 2007, znd on 11 May
1997 a modiied IBM RS 6000 computer running the ‘Deep Blue' chess

for
Atfical Ineligence, it realy has very it o do with Al - the program
operates on a brute-force approach. examining some 200 million
moves per second, which has o relation to human inteligence or
problensolving abilty (and wil not help Deep Blue decide how to
spend s $500,000 prize).

+ Best P ARTIST (226 ballots): Thomas Canty; David Cherry; Bob Eggleton; Don Maitz;
Michael Whelan

« BEST SEMIPROINE (223 ballots): Interzone (David Pringle); Locus (Charles N. Brown); New York Review
of Science Fiction (Kathryn Cramer, Tad Dembinski, Ariel Haméon, David G. Hartwell, Kevin
Maroney); Science Fiction Chronicle (Andrew |. Porter), Speculations (Kent Brewster)

» BesT FANZINE (224 ballots): Ansible (David Langford); File 770 (Mike Glyer); Mimosa (Dick & Nicki
Lynch), Nova Express (Lawrence Person), Tangent (Dave Truesdale).

« BEsT FaN WRITER (202 ballots): Sharon Farber; Mike Glyer, Andy Hooper; David Langford; Evelyn C.

Leeper.

* BesT FAN ARTIST' (177 ballots): lan Gunn; Joe Mayhew,; Peggy Ranson; William Rotsler; Sherlock.

* JOHN W CAMPBELL AWARD® (136 ballots): Michael A. Burstein (second year of eligibility); Raphael Carter
(first); Richard Garfinkle (first); Katya Reimann (first); Sharon Shinn (second).

NOTES
"The order of nominations s that given in the press release.

1. There are six nominees due a tied vote.

2. The Babylon 5 episodes “War Without End” and “Z'Ha'Dum” received enough votes to be nominated,
but . Michael Straczynski declined.

3. Brad Foster and Teddy Harvia declined their nominations.

4. Presented for the best new writer of 1996/9%, and sponsored by Dell Magazines. The JWCA is not a
Hugo, but s traditionally part of the awards.

COMMENTARY
It's a thin (actually anorexic) year for British writers in the fiction categories; in fact, the only non-US writer
represented is Ulsterman James White. But there’s much better news when it comes to non-fiction, with
John Clute, Dave Langford and Diana Wynne ]nnes flying the flag splendidly. * The withdrawal of two
B episodes has JMS may wanted to allow others a look-in, or he
may be strategically increasing his chances. * The Fa Write nonnatons ook awfully familiar. They're
identical to 1994 and 1995's names, and only Joseph T. Major in 199 stopped it being a clean sweep. Are
there really no new writers coming through? O

Foundation’s Empire

Andy Saywer, librarian of the SF Foundation in
Liverpool, reports that nearly 13000 English-
language books have now been catalogued, and
they're up the Smiths. Sl to do are graphic novels,

discover we have 105 books. But what on earth is
Philip José Farmer's Jesus on Mars doing here? The
answer is, simply, that it contains Harlan Ellison’s
essay “Introducing Dr Who'. Why, we may leave to
the bibliographers, but this is information which
may well be left out of a ‘normal” catalogue, or at
least difficult to discover.”

non-fiction and anthologies, so there’s a lot of work
left. Andy says: “We have 123 novels or collections

Arthur C. Clarke, two (only!) by Alasdair Gray,
62 by Robert Sheckley and 136 by John Brunner. We
have 280 Ace Doubles and 66 Badger Books.”

The detailed database they're building up is
proving very adept at throwing up hidden relation-
ships. “For instance, it is easy enough to do a
simple keyword search, on ‘Dr Who' say, and

Donations are still needed, however, particularly
for magazines. Andy is especially interested in
copies of Weird Tales, Cinefantasique, SF Age and
Comics Journal, for instance.

Contact: Andy Sawyer, Specnl Collections, Sydney
lones Library, University of Liverpool, PO Box 123,

1 L69 3DA
Tcl 0151794 2372 / 269
Email: asawyergliverpool .ac.uk



very much about the here and now. Sf 1s not at all shiny
which he feels is often what people would like him to say.
He sees it as very much about the past - the present being
made of the past - and went on to paraphrase a comment
by fan Watson: the further we go in space the more likely
we are to see our own space. Colin observed that as a child
e had suspected that the world was not at all what ‘they"
said it was, and was still inclined to this view.

London
Meeting
Maureen Kincaid Speller reports

WE WERE DELIGHTED to welcome Colin Greenland to the
BSFA’s London Meeting in April, hosted by Paul Kincaid
as Paul Hood was on holiday. The tumout was very good,
considering that many were suffering from ‘Intervention |
Bug’ after-effects. It was so reassuring to hear everyone
comparing symptoms in the bar beforehand. Those present
included Dave Langford, various BSFA Committee
members, Marcus Rowland, Brian Ameringen, Bridget
Wilkinson, Molly Brown, and several new members
including Dylan James, James Hartley and Joanne Bourne,

Colin began with a reading from his latest book, The
Plenty Principle, which includes a story featuring Tabitha
Jute, the heroine of his ‘Plenty’ novels. Those of you who
have never heard Colin read have missed a treat, believe
me. | always enjoy listening to him and, when asked by
Paul Kincaid, it came as little surprise to hear that he enjoys
reading to audiences while “writing is 2 pain”. He went on
to contrast the experience of reading to a live audience with
recording Take Back Plenty for Books for the Blind, when he
had had to imagine an audience in order to be responsive
in his reading, and to argue that literature is still a social
activity. Colin explained that he writes not just for
reviewers but for a real audience, and counts himself ucky
he has a vocal context for what he does.

So why, asked Paul, did he like Tabitha so much? Colin |
confessed he didnt know, although he rather suspected
she wouldn't like him. The attraction, he thought, was
perhaps that she was on her own, dealing with the universe
on her own terms, not doing too well, and not your typical
competent smiling heroine (here, disparaging remarks
were made about cover illustrations for American editions
of books). She is, Colin explained, an ordinary person in an
extraordinary world. As to how he came up with the
character, she just walked into his head

Discussion about the nature of space haulage broke out
when Paul queried the way in which Tabitha ‘drives’ rather
than flies a spaceship, and the meeting came to the
conclusion she was probably dnving the interstellar equi-
valent of a BT van with the logo painted out. This led on to
a more serious discussion about what sf is: Colin feels it is

IS yARY |

Somehow we got around to discussing the fire alarm in
Paul’s new offices, where a voice calmly advises you that a
fire has been reported, and to please leave. This delighted
Colin, who promptly wrote it down and revealed that a
previous comment of Paul’s had actually inspired one of
the stories in The Plenty Principle (we think it's “Talking
Through the Word"), before the group got into talking
about sf writers, not as extrapolators of scientific ideas but
as people writing about society and the effect of ideas and
objects upon it, which led to Colin’s experience of writing
with 2 word processor and a discussion of techniques. And
here the formal meeting ended, with the mevitable
accusation of “Fix!" as the raffle was drawn, but discussion
| was still going strong when Paul and | left for the train

— Maureen Kincaid Speller

Scribble, Scribble, Scribble

\
« Stephen King's next novel will be the long-awaited fourth volume n the ‘Dark Tower’ fantasy senes. Called Wizard and Glass, if's due
from Hodder & Stoughton in November as a irade paperback priced £14.99 (ouch). nspired by Browning's poem “Chide Roland to the Dark |
Tower Came” - written as a result of an 1852 resoiution 1o wrte a poem a day - King has waited 26 years before continuing the story of
young Roland he stared in 1970, despite thvee intervening volumes, and he thinks there may be three further volumes to come. H8S have
also acquied the rights to the earlier books, so expect these to be eissued 5001 100
+Kim Stanley Robinson visits Antarctica n hs next novel. Set early in the next century, a group of radical environmentaliss set out on a
programme of (hopefull non-violent) “ecotage’ to save the last unspoift continent, destroying ol-camps and bases, and cuting
communications. I's due from Voyager in September,
+ Robert Jordan has said that his vas! Whee! of Time' seres will contain a east ten books; the eihih is due from Orbitin March 1988,
+Brian Stableford has tumed in Teach Yourself Wriing Fantasy and Science Fiction to Hodder & Stoughton. He says, | was allowed twice
as many words as were alocated fo my Em Tree book (The Way fo Write SF), and the fext has aiso benefied from the experience of ll he
wing courses and workshops 've taught snce the earer book appeared, s0 s much maore comprehensive and (hopefuly) a good deal
more useful”

* Bran has also completed and deivered The Inheiorsof Eartfo Tor. ' based on s 1985 novela Tnhent e Ear
« The sequel to Peter F. Hamilton's Alchemist Itl be out from Macmillan in October.
« Forthcoming titles from Liverpool SF Texts and Slnﬁes include E. J. Smyth Jules Veme: Narratives of Modemity and Roger Luckhurst
Between Two Walls: The Fiction of J. G. Ballard.
« Thriler writer Daniel Easterman tums to alternative history for his next novel, K. due from HarperCollins in October. Set in a 1940 US
where Charles Lindbergh is President, public lynchings are condoned, and Jews. biacks and communists are branded with the letter 'K’ for
ike' and Ku Klux Kian' ~ the story concerns a Brish secret agen! on a secret mission to this strange world (aimost & mirmor-image of Kim
Newman and Eugene Byme's altemative US).
« Also from HC in October s tv presenter Muriel Gray's second novel. Furmace Her first. The Trickster. was a proficient horror story, and
this is 2 tale o modem aichemiss (descended from Scoftsh mmigrants) m smai-town America
 lain (M.) Banks's next book wil b called Song of Stone, and aithough s a manstream’ novel s set n the near future
« HarperColins have three (auto)biographies of inferest due in October. MWSWKMTM\WS Who on Earth is Tom
Baker?. and Doris Lessing’s covering the years to 1962).
lizabeth Hand is the latest writer to succumb to the lure of the tie-in: sh! s written the first in a series of novels based on Chris Carter's
Millennium series. It's called 2000 and s due in September.

Gollana Loses Pratchet

After ten years. company Terry P
s i Catanca o Corgi/ Transworid. Galancz
have pubished him in hardback since Equal
Aites, the third Discworid book n 1987, and Corgi
currently pubish the Discworld_paperbacks.
November's Jingo wil be Praichet's last
Golancz hardback He expressed regrel at the
move, but said that Transworid are ‘much more
recognisably an company, and that's
what | need right now'.
Pratchett’s first uumu was the small Colin
The growing aiccese o e
him a paperback
o ki T Coba of
The Light Fantastic he signed
Golance, then sl an independan puhhshur
they re now part o the Cassell group. The loss of
such a big seller s bound to have a signifcant
effect on Golancz, as he regularly dominates the
bestseller charts.
+ Transworid may have one reason 1o regret

No Rest For Arhur

Arthur C. Clarke - 80 later this yeas - was kept

extremaly busy by the meda as par of the

publicly for 3001 in March and Apri, wih

numerous radio and tv appearances and press

profiles, induding a large spread in the Daily

Express in March.
F

orthcoming  activities [
Spieberg's The Hammer of God from 21 Apr. 2
Conterence in San Diego in

Jury writing his nnmogamy for St Martins

Press, working fitle Greefings, Carbon-Based
Liteforms*, co- th Michael P.
Kube-McDowell (nothing to do with the horse);
and recording four fifteen-minute “Letters From
Colombo" or the BBC.

Movies currently optioned - with no guarantee
of production, of course ~ include Childhood's
End and A Fall of Moondust (Unversa)), The
Fountains of Paradise (Susan Philips / Rober
Swarthe). Rendezvous With Rama (Polygram),
Mars Brat (Universal, a tv movie), Skin-Deep
(Tumer TV), and, cafed
The Deplorabie Inventions of Arthur C. Ciarke for
Yorkshire Television (this information reached
Matrix on 2 April).

Projects “under discussion” include 80, And
Counling . . - (Granite TV. Discovery Channel
Last Mysteries (Granite TV and The Lost
Worlds of 2001 (Del Rey).

Martin Caidin ded on 2¢ March of thyroid
cancer. he was 69. Caidn was an aerospace
journalist and prolfific non-fiction writer, and in
1953 founded the American Astronautical
Society. He also wrote s/, mostly in technothriler
style, and in this sphere wil chiefly be
ramembered for Marooned (in which an Apollo
spacecraft is trapped in orbit; it was filmed in
1969 and presciently released just prior 1o the
Apolio 13 fiight) and Cyborg. on which the tv
series The Sax Milion Dolar Man was based

Many thanks to
Brian Ameringen, John Ashbrook,
Eiizabeth Billnger, Brum SF Group,
Andrew M, Butler, Arthur C. Clarke,
Alison Cook, Cardinal Cox, Carol Ann
Green, Chris & Penny Hi, John Jarrold,
Steve Jeffery, Dave Langford, Tony Lee,
Ken MacLeod, Carofine Mulian, Chris
O'Shea. Nigel Parsons, Jim Porter,
Roger Robinson, Yvonne Rowse, Andy
Sawyer, Ken Slater, Maureen Kincaid
Speler, Brian Stableford, Julie Venner,
Jessica Yates, Zine Kat', and all at
Intervention.

2661 unl Avus )
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— BJTd news

1996 BS T4 Awards

BEST NOVEL

Excession
Tain M. Banks
(Orbit)

Joint Second Place

Banks, Bayley, Burns Win BSFA Awards

The 1996 BSFA Awards were presented
on Monday 31 March 1997 at
Intervention, this year's Eastercon in
Liverpool's Adelphi Hotel, where Paul
Kincaid announced the winners at the
convention's closing ceremony.  Also

The Store Canal Blue Mars presented were, somewhat belatedly, the
Ken MacLeod Kim Stanley Robinson || trophies for the 1986 Awards. Although
(Legend) (Voyager) five of the six winners had been present
T SHORT FICTION at the con, by the time of the closing

L N y all but one had had to leave;
“A Crab Must Try” the awards are normally given out during

Barrington J. Bayley
(Interzone 103)

the interval of the Masquerade, on
Saturday night.

Second Place Third Place And so Dave Langford - who won the 1986 Short
“Community Service” “The East” Fiction Award for “Cube Root" - was the only winner
Molly Brown M. John Harrison to endure the hideous embarrassment of being
(Interzone 107) (Interzone 114) sccimed by the large audience [see phoko), The
other winners will either be sent their awards or be

BEST ARTWORK presented with them at a suitable opportunity.
| e The 1996 awards were designed and made by Mitch
Cover of Ancient Shores Le Blanc and Colin Odell, and took the form of a

]im Burns reclining reader on a wooden base.

s +Note that there was an unfortunate error on the
| (By Jack McDevitt, HarperCollins) balot form: Ancient Shores o the cover of which Jim
| Second Place Bumns won Best Arwork) was incorrectly given as

Ancient Echoes. Our apologies for this.

Chris Hill, the new BSFA Awards Administrator,
Wa r s introduces himself and explains why you should
B GET NOMINATING NOW!

Cover of Interzone 112
SMS

Third Place
Cover of Sandman: Book of Dreams

Dave McKean
| o

THE LIGHTS ARE UP, the fuss is over, the 1996 BSFA Awards have been
presented. Time to relax and forget about them for a while. Or is it?

No, itis not. It is time to start sending in nominations for the 1997 Awards.

First, a quick introduction. My name is Chris Hill and | am the new administrator
of the BSFA Awards. | am relatively new to organised fandom, but I have been an
sf fan since | was about six. | jomned the BSFA about eighteen months ago and
have been looking for a way | could contribute, and so I'm delighted to take on
this position. Despite the general doom and gloom there seems to be about the sf
scene at the moment (for very good reasons) there has still been a lot of fine sf
published in recent years, and the BSFA Awards are a way of celebrating this. So
you may gather that one of the reasons | have taken on the job is that I beheve
that they are important.

The BSFA Awards are the only science-fiction awards given in this country that
are nominated and voted on by us, the readers. | believe very strongly that the
BSFA Awards should be as important to the UK sf community as the Hugos are
in the USA. Far too much importance is given to the non-UK awards and |
believe it is time for this to change. We need to raise the level of awareness of the
awards with the general public, the magazines and the publishers, and I will be
doing all | can to achieve this. Anything that emphasises the quality of written sf
has tobea positive thing

For new members (and old ones who may have forgotten), three awards are
presented in the following categories:

* Novel receiving its first UK publication during the calendar year;

hort Fiction first published during the calendar year, irrespective of country of
publication:

* Book or magazine illustration first appearing during the calendar year,
irrespective of country of publication.

For 1997 1 will be continuing the rolling nomination procedure first tried last
year. This means that you can send nominations to me at any time. All valid
contributions will be counted and the most popular will appear on the final ballot
paper early in 199, You may send in as many different nominations as you like
through the year, but please, anly one nomination per person per work! We will
be checking. Don't worry too much if you are unsure about a work's eligibiity;
send them to me anyway and | will check up. You can also send nominations by
email. To help with the administration, please include your membership number
with any nominations.

Remember that although Eastercon attendees, as well as all BSFA members, can
vote, only BSFA members can nominate.

1 will be providing regular progress reports in Matrix, and [ also hope to point
readers in the direction of works to consider. This is particularly important for
the Short Fiction Award, which has been dominated by one source, Interzone, for
a while now.

The 1997 awards will be presented at the 1998 Eastercon, Intuition, at the
Picadilly Jarvis Hotel in Manchester. I hope to see many of you there.
— Chris Hill

How To Nominate

Write your name, address and membership number on a postcard or the back
of an envelope, along with details of any eligible work(s) you've enjoyed.
Repeat ad lib. Alternatively, send an email with the same details.

Send to Chris Hill, BSFA Awards, Rook's Cottage, 3 Lynch Hill, Whitchurch,
Hants., RG28 7ND

Email: ¢_phill@compuserve.com
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recent & forthcoming books—:

Inciuding Arrow, Century, Hutchinson

Robert Jordan Conan the Magnificent (6 Feb (R 1984); £4.99 pb, 286pp) — Heroi fantasy.
Andrew Harman A Midsummer Nght's Gene (Legend: @ 6 Feb; £499 pb) — Humorous

fantasy.

FcPaul Banett Strider's Galaxy (@ 6 Mar: £5.99 pb, 359pp) — Space opera with its tongue
‘wandering around the cheek area, Book One of The Strider Chronicies’. Bamett is perhaps
better known as “John Grant,, under which pseudonym neary allhis writing has appeared (The
Worid, Albion, Earthdoom! (with Dave Langford). The Truth About the Flaming Ghoules. etc) as
well as his fechnical work on the SF Encyclopedia and co-edflorship of the Fantasy
Er
Terry Brooks First King of Shannara (6 Mar. £5.99 po. 48%pp) — Fantasy. the prequel 1o The
Sword of Shannara
Robert Jordan Conan Chronices I (€ & Mar. £15.98 o) — Heroic fantasy.

Maggie Furey Dhamara (@ 3 Apr: £16.99 hb, £5.99 pb. 473pp) — Fantasy. delayed from
wuwummm mucmm(m:mwmmﬁms

*T-ﬂmm%wm(oav £599pb, 3'Bwb Fantasy, wih  rather beautiful
:;nwmy Brian Froud, was the onginal inspiration

e,

mmmmr«wuwmm £499 pb, anozappwml—
camel"). WWWKM or Are Taught - Tha?kce(nﬂkbdmdueduo

usualy), and a vaguely unhealthy preoccupation with the word ‘sit. The appendix is 2
piece of cod scholarship by L. Sprague de Camp describing the “attested facts of Conan's
I the books and E. Howard, our
hero's creator, mentioned. Have you ever seen a non-mi
Brian Stableford Salamander's Fire (May. £6.99 pb, 518pp) —
Genesys'
FcBrian Stableford Chimera’s Cradie (@ May. £16.99 hb, 507pp) —
the ‘Genesys' triogy. Brian wrote about this in Matrix 124,
Alan Dean Foster The Spoils of War (Jun (R 1934); £5.99 pb, 296pp) — St adventure,
Book 3 of “The Damned: the first two were A Cal fo Amns and A Faise Mimor (note
Hemingway echoes). A milleia-iong and galaxy-wide war s nearing s close after those
upstar citers from Earth show the aliens how 0 reall snuff each other. But can humans
adapt 1o new peace, new harmony? When they theaten their former alies 2 renegade
human and a brdike aien look for an altemative fo another bloodbath.
7 Peter Haining (ed) The Wizards of Odd (@ Jun, £4.99 pb, 300pp) — Anih. of humorous —
o ‘comic’ as the subitie puts it - fantasy, all 24 stonies technically reprints. But note it
“Disoworld short story, “Theatre:
of Crel’ restored fom the ecing t suflced on s frst appearence n the W. H. Smith

ghty
The Second Book of
Concluding voiume of

Note the hgh proporton of wrtes associated wih < rather than antasy: Haning s known
for horror anthologies, and his infroductory notes on the authors, though usehu, betray 2
sight unfamilarty with sf - he thinks Larry Niven's neologism ‘organlegger refers 10 @
‘device’rather than a criminal,for instance

) R\
Inciuding Milennium, Phoenx. Wedenfeld & Nicoison, Dent, Everyman ORION

Maggie Prince Here Cames a Candie o Light You fo Bed (Apr: £399 pb. 2020p) — YA
time-sip fantasy in which a contemporary gl swaps with a boy in plague-ridden 17th century
London (i Liza Picard's book below). Fram the author of the splenddy filed Memofs of a
Mumnmam»gmmmnm Universe.
Michael Moorcack The Prince With the Siver Hand (7 Apr £6.99 pb. 440pp) — Volume 10 of
the ‘The Tale of the Etemal Champion'. contains the Prince Corum Celic fantasies The Bul and
the Spear (R 1973 The Oak and the Ram (R 1973) and The Sword and the Stalfon (R 1974)
Moorcock' ntroduction notes is deb o rish cultre and wrters: | suppose it presumptious of
e fo wander ino errtory explored with {ar eater talent and profundty by half the great witers
of Dublin, bt the Coru stores are my acknowdedgement of the huge deb | have fo bolh the
mythology and the modern terature of Ireland, especially Yeats”. He aso mentions the
Cuchulain stores, Charles Lever, Swit, Lord Dunsany, Cabell and Leiber as early nfiences.
James Bibby Ronans Rescue (7 Apr; £499 pb, 252pp+9pp app) — Humorous fantasy, sequel
o Ronan the Barbarian. A helplu preface explains common fantasy blurbs: "epic” means *700
pages of turgid dross’, *scholarly” means “desperately dul’, “confrontaional” means “lots of
swearing"and so on. No entry for "humorous fantasy’, sady. The appendices are a gossary and
aworkable recie for a lendish cury, o which an essential ingredient is two rols of tollet paper
Celic Briain (Weidenfeld llustrated: © May; £1499 hb, 160pp il) — Heavily
ilstrated with 130 colour photos, this surveys a selection of Celic sites and explains thei
assocated history, legends and foliales
FcK. W. Jeter Blade Runner 3: Repiicant Night (May: €5 99 pb) — Sequel to Edge of Human. Here
er engages in 3 typically Dickian reaify sip. in which Deckard selss his story to a movie
itector and waiches hislfe etold s the fim i shot
Gilian Rubinstein Shinkei (May; £9.99 hb, €399 pb, 192pp) — YA sf, third in the ‘Space
Demons' triogy: the frs two ~ Space Demons and Skymaze (both £3.99 pb, 192pp) ~ are
eleased in pb simutaneousy. Al concern computer games which craw in heir piayers:
Lee Smolin The L of the Cosmos (Weideneld & Nicoison: @ May, £20.00 hb. 320pp) —
Speculative cosmology from a US physicst. in which he suggests that the unverse may be
evolving ke a iving creature. Cosmologis! Paul Davies says: This provocatve book merges key
elements of Einstein and Danwin in 2 breathtaking Synthesis. The resut is nothing less than a
radically new view of the cosmos and our place witn 1~
Voltaire Candide and Other Tales (Everyman: May. £3.99 pb)
Harry Harrison The Stiniess Stee! Rat (May (R 1961). £4.39 po)
Harry Harrison The Stainkess Stee! Raf's Revenge (May (R 1970],£4.99 pb)

pb-=paperback; hb = harcback; tp = trade (arge format) paperback; pp = extent
il = lustrated; ed = edted. R (x) = reissue / reprint first publication date)
YA=Young Adut;coll. = story collction (same author]: anth. = anthology (dfferent authors)
% = Highight & = Edtor's choice ) = First UK edition
Treat future dates with caution. Al unquoted remarks by Chris Terran

are from publishers’ mat

Tricia Sullivan Someone fo Watch Over Me (Millennium: @ May; £16.99 hb, 29990
320pp) — From the author of Lethe comes a story which sounds reminiscent of

ﬂmmhﬁpsabwmma\
outside Zagreb station, and he tums out 1o be a rans’, implanted wih equipment which
bles thin

exper ything
Yvonne Navarro Music of the Spears (Millennium: @ May, £16.99 hb, 288pp) — Latest
Aliens book taken from the Dark Horse comics
Sarah Ash Songspinners (May. £4.99 pb)
James Bibby Ronan's Revenge (Millennium: @ May: £16.99 hb, £9.99 tp, 320pp) —
Latest instalment n the humourous fantasy series.

ock From the End of Time (Jun; £6.99 pb)
# James Buxton iy (Mileanium: @ Jun; £16.99 hb, 352pp) — Fuﬂww 1o the exiremely
Wishis A in Bermondssy
Michael Swanton (ed.) The Anglo-Saxon Chronicie (Dent: Jur\ E1299pb 320pp) — New
translation of a number of pre-Norman annals, written by various monks.
Charles Butler The Darking (@ Jun; £9.99 hb, £399 po 17Spp) — YA supematural
thiiler First novel.
Thomas Richards The Myths and Legends of Star Trek (@ Jun; £12.99 hb, 176pp) —
Apparently reveals the sectet origins of Trek storylines in ancient epics, traditional
romances and fol tales, from which Gene Rodenberry nicked hs ideas. ‘Easily the most
cerebral sf show on television” says the PR, F— my hat, | never knew that
Jared Diamond Why is Sex Fun? The Evolution of Human Sexualty (Weidenfeld &
Nicolson: € Jun; £11.99 hb, 176pp il ) — Snappily-ttled non-fiction (it reminds me of Why
Big Fierce Animals Are Rare), in which physiologist Diamond argues that “our sirange sex
s wee ust s crucialtoourise o huma status s ou arge brains”
usch The Fey:

FecJohn Bames Apocalypses and (Milnrium’ © Jul £16.99 hb, £999 p,
256pp) — Col. from one the best US sf wrers, including some new materia. ‘Some of the.
stories depict the end of the world, some are speeches addressed to a non-existent being
or something which cannot understand human speech *

Eliette Abécassis The Qumran Mystery (@ Jul; £16.99 hb, 384pp) — Fantasy thriller
about th e and death of Christ and the Gisappearance of a Dead Sea Scrol that would
uncover the fruth about it. A bestseller n France.

Nathan Archer Cold War (Milenrium: € Jul; £16.99 hb, 304pp) — Latest Predatortie-n.
Eiizabeth Pewsey The Dewstone Quest (@ Jul; £9.99 hb, £3.99 pb, 224pp) — YA dragon
fantasy, sequel 1o The Talking Head.

Susan Breenfield The Mos! Private Place. Insights into the Brain (Weidenteld & Nicolson
© Jun, £11.99 hb, nepp:uj—mnmmammumuwwsumemma

hristmas Lechures, in 1994
Ihnd-mDarM(JdN

7 Stephen Baxter Gunmw(OJmmssnbusswnzw) Baxter's firs young
adut book concems three chidren in a virual reaity themepark based on Guliver's

Taw&wmmmmumn Thszsmefmdsxltmr\mdsw\gw
wmwmwmuammm

‘Stephen Bowkett Dreamcastie (@ Jul mssm £2.99 pb, 112pp) — A VR-based D&D
‘game on the WWW goes wrong

Liza Picard Restoration London: Everyday Lie in London in the 1660 (Weidenfeld &
Nicolson: @ Jul: £20 hb, 320pp il ) — Restaration London is 2 popular fantasy seting -
Mary Gertle's White Crow sequence owes much o  ~ and tis book uses contemparary

& . cooking
cosmetics housework, laundy and shopping. sex
education, hobbies, etiquete,refigion and popuar beliets”
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Including HarperCollins, Flamingo, Fontana

Robin Jarvis The Raven's Knot (Colins: 17 Feb; - £4.99 pb. 442pp il ) — YA tantasy novel from

the author of the ‘Deptiord Mice' books, second in the ‘Tales From the Wyrd Museum’ triogy.

Cover and intenal artwork by Jarvs.

Clive Barker Weaveworid (7 Apr (R 1987): €6.99 pb) — Special 10th anniversary editon of the

Worid-n-a-Carpet dark fantasy, with a new introduction fom Barker
FeDouglas E. Winter (ed ) Milennium (@ 24 Apr. £16.99 hb. c400pp) — A ‘wraparound novelia
by Clive Barker frames 2 senes of stories set i the decades of the twentieth century.
Contrbutors include Joe R. Lansdale. F. Paul Wiison, Poppy Z. Brite, Whitiey Sreiber, Ramsey
Campbell, and others
Baxter Vacuum Diagrams (HarperColins: @ 24 Apr; £16.99 hb, c400pp) —

Baxter's "Xeelee" short stories, mostly published n Inferzone.
Brian Lumley Brian Lumiey's Mythos Omnibus, V. 1 (HarperCalins: w £6.99 pb, 56899}—
mwsvnimoﬂwleysmmmewnuwmsm The Burowers Beneat
MYMMITMSCM' and The Clock of Dreams. The sumdvuimmnnemmm

*! Coll. of

*mm Hard, Soft and Wet (HarperColins: Ape. £16.99 hb, 320pp) — Non-fiction
Investigation into woridwide cybercuftre and ts associted litestyles: road protesters, virus
witers, technomads (rice phrase!), neo-Luddites, ambient DJs, email junkies and so forth
McGrath is Brish, and in the course of wriing this travelled widely: London, San Francisco,
Wales, New York, Singapore, Moscow. Prague, Berin, Reykjavik Worth investigating.

FePhilip K. Dick Do Androids Dream of Electic Sheep? (6 May (R 1968); £5.99 pb) — The basis

of Blade Runner, of course. Francis Ford Coppola s scheduled 1o produce (and might direct) a
movie version of The Three Stigmata of Paimer Eirich
James Van Hise The Unauthonzed History of Trek (@ & May: £5.99 pb) —
mythologise a rather crappy Iv senes. as if we needed i
Jane Welch The Runes of Sorcery (6 May; £5.99 pb) — Fantasy, book 3 of the ‘Runespell
Triogy . “Youthful heroes and bloodihirsty action o satisfy the most ardent Edcings fan "
Stephen Donaldson This Day All Gods Die (19 May: £6 99 pb) — SI. ith and final volume in
the ‘Gap' series
Isaac Asimov Magic (19 May. £5.99 pb) — Col. of Asimov's fantasy siories
Christie Dickason Qucksiver (HamerColins. @ May £16 93 b, 20pp) —WaemGom
fantasy set in 17t century England and Holand, with the background of the emerging
Reason Dickason is an American choreographer (at Ronnie Scot's and the RSC) now resmem
in London.
Brian Lumley Brian Lumley's Mythos Omnibus, Vol. 2 (HarperCollins: Jun; €6.99 pb, 656pp) —
The second volume of Luley's additions to the Cthuihu Mythos: contains Spawn of the Winds,
Inthe Moons of Borea, and Elysial

*Wmmmwwwmozm £5.99 pb) — Fourth (sic) volume in the

Darwath' triogy.
‘Sharon Shinn Jovahs Witness (@ 2 Jun: £5.99 pb) — Fantasy which appears intrigingy, to
be rewriting the Bible
Noel Maicolm The Orgins of Engish Nonsense (HarperColins: € Jun: £18.00 hb, 208pp) —
Non-fiction investigation of Engiih. medieval and Renaissance nonssnse poetry. Iong before
Lear and Carroll came on the scene. Contains much work. urpbisned sce e 17 certuy
Stephen Lawhead Byzantum (2 Jun: €699 pb) — Fantasist Lawhead has moved from

Ancther attempt to

Chnstian publishing house Lion, and this stand-alone volume tells of a novice in Ireland
chosen to accompany a small band of monks delvring the Bock of Kels o the Pope.

Kevin J. Anderson Climbing Olympus (16 Jun; £5.99 pb) — A sighy late Mars book, in
‘which Man Plussed humans have o terafom the phnet butthiss suicide for them.
Kevin J. Anderson Ruins (16 Jun; £5.99 pb) — X.Files

Eric Lustbader Dragons on the Sea of Night (@ 16 Jun; £16.99 ho) — Eroficfantasy

Kate Wilhelm Maice Prepense (HarperColins: @ Jun; £5.99 pb, 352pp) — Associational
Non-st courtroom thiller.

Alex Kershaw Jack London: A Lie (HarperColins: @ Ju; £20.00 hb. 352pp it — Biography
ofthe authorof the fascistdystopia The Iron Heel Delayed from Feb

Richard Fortey Lfe: An Unauthorized Bograpy (HarperColins: © May, £20.00 ho, 416pp
il ) — The history of the first 4 billion years of the Earth.

FcPeter Atkins 8g Thunder (HaperColins: @ Ju: £16.99 hb, 352pp) — Delayed fram Apr 96,
then Feb 97 (wl it ever come out?). A Kim Newman-esque sounding tale conceming
Valentine Dyson msmwum|msmmmmm

present-da aftera car crash. He
smsawmmmummmmmmmm “The whie delivering a ecture on the
ature of the Universe, of realfy before the Fal, he tue signifcance of the Alchenists' Great

Work — and the approaching reconcliaion of the liing with the dead- Dyson goes on to

make a fim, “Big Trunder', and extract vengeance on s viewers. Liverpookborn (now Los

Angeles residen) Atkins wrote the screenplays for tree of the four Helraiserfiims, and tis is

his second novel the first was

mtmwmms.m(ou £5.99 pb, 320pp) — Techno-thriler about 2 group
of conscience-wracked scientists who attempt to bring about world peace with a super-fast

stealth plane.
Richard West The Life and Srange Surprsing Adventures o Daniel Defoe (HarperColins: ©
Jul; £20.00 b, 3520p ill) — Biography. As well as Robinson Crusoe, Defoe also wrote
proto-si, fantasy, and ghost stories.
Nike Jetferies Thveacs of Magic (@ 7 Jul £5.99 pb) —
the ‘Elundium’ series.

cDavid & Leigh Eddings Polgara the Sorceress (HarperColins: @ 7 Ju; £16.99 hb, c800pp)
— A “companion novel to Belgarath the Sorcerer’ and the final book in the ‘Belgariad

Fantasy, fourth and final volume in

sequence
Katherine Kerr & Mark Kreighbaum Palace (@ 21 Jul; £5.99 pb) —
volume in a new series.

7 Robert Silverberg Ainging the Changes (21 Jui; £6.99 pb) — Volume § of Sikerberg's

Science fantasy, first

collected short stones, covering the period when he produced the splendid (it gioomy) novels
Dying Inside and The Stochastc.

mwmmummuu £16.99 hb, £9.99 tp) — Fantasy, fourth volume of
“Wars of Light and Shadow.

e Stephen Baxter Titan (@ Aug; £16.99 b, c500pp) — The NASAESA probe Cassini is
scheduled to reach Satum’s moon Titan in 2004, and here Baxter postulates that it discovers
ammonia-based ffe. NASA is moribund, and folowing a Challenger-ype diaster grand-
mother and astronaut Paula Benacerral is appointed to dismantie the Shutte fleet. But she
wmwnmdammmmwmmmmm
Apollo and Shutle spacecraft with state-of-the-art technology. and, despite opposition from
the miltary. a last-gasp manned mission to Titan is launched. The first frut of Baxter's
mm:smwwheUSspauuwmmsmmmmswy Voyage, with its
‘wel-drawn ; Titan ret
Dean Devlin, Roland Emmerich & Stephen Molstad Indépendence Day: The Prequel (@
Aug; £16.99 hb, c304pp) — Tiedn intended to plug the holes eft w the fim: where did the
aliens come from? How was ther existence kept secret? “Reavedls generations of
conspiacy

Including Vista. Indigo
Duane Franklet Bad Memory (@ Apr: £15.99 hb, 384pp) — Techno-thiler by a Houston-
resident systems analyst about a large computer company subject to extortion from a hacker
who's inflrated their network
Thomas Tessler Fog Heart (@ 24 Apr: £16.99 hb, 256pp) — Supernatural thriler.
inson The Lion Tamer's Daughter and Other Superatural Stories (@ Apr: £11.99

hb, 192@) Four tales from the highly-regarded chidren's wrier

Peter Dickinson The Bue Hawk (Apr- £450 pb, 240pp il ) —

\V/
== ¥

Susanna Kearsley The Shadowy Horses (@ Jun; £15.99 hb) — Timesip fantasy about an
archeologicaldig in Scotland searching for the Ninth Legion, This s the Canadian write’s third
book; the first, Mariana, won the Catherine Cookson Ficton Prize.

Tim Eamshaw Helum (@ Jun; £9.99 pb) — A “comedy of weightiessness" in which  rock
musician's sudden lightness of step becomes a mater of great interest to NASA. Eamshaw's
first novel

Stephen Jones (ed) Dancing With the Dark (Visa: @ 26 Jun; £599 pb) —
supematural expenences from Stephen King. Vincent Price, James Herber, Ramsey
Campoel and ather masters of harror.” The witers reveal how their encounters with the
supernatural are reflected in hei ficton.

7 Theodore Sturgeon More Than Human (Vista: % Jun (R 1953); £5.99 pb) — Reissue of the
famous story of  group of chidren with psi powers, and their coming of age. A genuine
o

Terry Pratchett & Stephen Briggs The Discworid Companion (Vista: May, £4.9 )~

updated edition of the anorak guide.

‘Steve Harris The Devil on May Street (@ Jul. £16 99 hb) — Haunted house horror.

Ursula K. Le Guin Four Ways fo Forgveness (Vista: May. £5.99 pb) — Four novelettes.

Phillip Mann The Buring Forest (Vista: 22 May. £5.99 pb) — Fourth volume of ‘A Land Fit For
roes'. an altemative history where the Romans remained dominant.

Greg Bear Tangents (Vista: 22 May: £5.99 pb) —

(Gregory Benford Matter's £nd Vista: May. €5 98 pb) — Collection of shorts.

M. John Harrison Sgns of L (@ 28 May. £16 99 hb. 253pp) —*An up-to-the-minute romantic
theller” set in London and Budapest about a courier for the genefics industry and hs relasonship
with Isobel. who wants to fly She takes a new DNA-based genefic reatment. and Mick ieams
what he's been carying “Fashion and fast cars. computers biotechnology and the Easter
European Mafia” and more

assic,
Marian Veevers Bloodines (Vista: 26 Jun: £5.99 pb)

Margaret Weis & Don Perrin Hung Out (@ 24 Ju; £15.99 hb) —
Biack Earth’ series. The second is:

Margaret Weis & Don Perrin Robot Blues (Vista: 24 Jui; £5.99 pb)

N. Lee Wood Faraday's Orphans (Vista: 24 Jul; £5.99 pb) — Pups&ad( of Wood's bleak
dystopia

Thirdin the Knights of the

Diana Wynne Jones A Sudden Wi Magic (Vista: 24 Jul; £5.99 pb) — Fantasy.
Rebecca Bradley Scon's Lady (@ 7 Aug, £16.99 hb)
Jenny Jones Where the Chidren Cry (@ 7 Aug; £16.99 hb) — New fantasy from the author

of the wonderhul The Blue Manor.

Rebecca Bradley Lady in Gi (Vista: 21 Aug; £5.99 pb)

Stephen Jones (ed.) Shadows Over Innsmouth (21 Aug; £6.99 tp)
S.P. Somtow The Pavilion of Frozen Women (Vista: 21 Aug; £5.99 pb)




he Res

Roger Fulton The Encyciopeda of TV Scence Fiction (Boxtree 21 Mar. £18.95 po 637pp i)
— Third edion of this comprehensive:

Martin Gardner (ed ) Grea Essays in Science (Oxford: Apr. £8.99 pb. 448pp) — Anthology of
the worids best science wriers, includng Einsten, R L Stevenson. Darwin, Chesterton
Asimov, Sagan and Gould

7 John Light Light's List (Photon: Mar; £1.25 pb) — The 1997 ediion of this extremely useful and
comprehensive guide to over 1,100 small-press fitles around the world. Photon Press, 29
Longfield Rd., Tring, Herts., HP23 4DG. Tel. 01442 822947. Also available:

John Light The Lords of Hate (Photon: Mar; £5.00 pb, 226pp) — Self-published st adventure,
sequelto The Wellof Time.
‘Thomas Pynchon Mason and Dixon (Jonathan Cape: @ Apr; £16.99 h, 773pp) — Pynchon is
the enigmatic icon of post-moderism, and this — his first novel since Vineland in 1990 ~
concerms Charles Mason and Jeremiah Dixon, 18th cenfury astronomers, surveyors,
‘clock-makers and ravellers who surveyed and laid down the Mason-Dixon ine, which divides
the US North/South, staveryireedom, pastfuture. It follows their ives closely, via England, South
Alrica and St Helena (10 observe a transit of Venus in order to measure the EarthSun distance)
1o the US. David Seed has called Pynchon 2 poet of things”. and MaD is much taken with
technology: oreries, escapements, mechanical cucks, iron and steel, clocks - the recent
surise bestsallr Longiude was about the search for 2 clock mechanism which woud be
d&wmn(mmaMummmmx and Harmson and s waning
dsg- appesr here too. Wi italsofs

ruce Boston Sensuous Debvis Selecied Poss 1970-1995 (Dark Regans: © Ape- $8.00 .
m b, 96pp il signed, imited edition) — Choice coll from this highly-regarded US sf poet
whose work fends to the sureal; includes many award-wining poems. Coliages Thomas
Wioch, introduction t Winter-Damon. Dark Regons, Box 6301, Concord CA 94524, USA
(probably also avaitable through BBR and specialist dealers)

e Nelll Ferguson (ed.) Virtual History: Alternatives and Counterfactuals (Picador: @ Apr. £20 hb,
560pp) — Eight historians ponder whatf scenarios ranging from Hiler-won and Kennedy-lived
(the mundane) to Irish-unf and Charles-I-b (the intriguing).
Interestingly, Oxford historian Ferguson uses arguments from biology and physics (especialy
chaos mwyl 1o justify historians taking this sort of exercise seriously. it ly left to sf

BEXTREE AR

S Jonathan Cape
4 O It o =
omus S T
use other versions of par; y
the place of mmesmmmumumumw

inteligence. Who needs sf? Especially when we're gaing rom the sublime
Barbara Hambly Sar Wars: Planet of Twiight (Bantam: © 15 May: e o, 312pp) —

Princess Leiais kichapped and held hostage by a warlord, and Luke has to rescue her s there
an echo in here?). Complicatons include a efigious cult, power crystals, Luke searching for his

aplague, anda new

e Phil Rickman The Chalice (Macillan: © 9 May; £16.99 ho, 548pp) — A Glastonbury ghost
story.” Rickman corfidently ups the scale for his fantasy / horror story conceming the Grall
alegedy brough o Engand by doseph o rinath (ad sl ppust famly secrels,
travelles and oad protestes, a possible reincamation of Dion Fortune (who, though she sounds
ke a 505 crooner, was in fact a noted fantasist and mystic of the 1920s), dog-eared hippies
John Cowper Powys, feminst pagans, apocalypic visions, feeble bishops,
bookdeakrs, 04d Tory / New Age confics, and a haunted bus. Set in a

Newman's Alder-set Jago in ts pleasingy caricatured evocation of an Engish country town and
its denizens, The Chaice s 2 if's perhaps.

y by a sightly A ng read,

Q Dead Meat (Sceptre: @ 15 May; £6.00 pb) — Much-hyped cult novel about a streetwise
cpbe-vgante yacking down paecophies on the Interet, wten in stte ohe-at dum
bass prose and London / Q. backanda of Labr
originally hawked this around cludland, selmg chapters and readings, and put t on the net and
CD-ROM; now s fnally getting nto pri

7k Stephen Jones (ed) The Wanmoth ook of Drca (Robinson: @ 29 May: £6.99 pb, 512pp)
— Anth. of reprinted and original vampire stories; new contribuions come from Kim Newman,
Michael Marshall Smith, Christopher Fowler and ofhers, with reprints ffom such as Brian
Stableford, Ramsey Campbell and Thomas Ligot. But the coup is a recently-discovered
dramatised version of Bram Stokers orginal Dracula, reprinted here for the firttime since 1897.
There's als from Daniel Farson, Stoker's great-ne

other lowfes. He claims that fo understand how it actually was, we “need to
~ but how, it might have been”.

Mark Twin & Comectiu Yankse in the Court of King Aur (Word's Classics Ap £5.93 gb,
410pp i) — Classic ime-sip story: uses the text o the first US edition. Orford are also issuing
their complete ediion of Twain.reprits ofthe first ecions including the original fusiraions, and
with introductions from such as Kurt Ve Gore Vidal, Arthur Miler and
Erica Jong. Complete set: OUP: Apr: £240) (£320 afer 1 Oct §7) s, 13904pp in 23 volumes, il
N. E. Genge The Lexicon Ant-Wallons fo Zuns (Pan: @ 4 Apr, £7.99 Ip, 17709) —
unofficial X-Fes gude to people, places and propnetary phrases™ Now, Ive never seen The
X-Fes (get up, please), 50 this is incomprehensidie 1o me. Its an aiphabetica st of things
referenced in the show. and is possily meant to be amusing: “Trenchooat: useful for hiding

ies’. There are siock photos, an episode guide, and a diary. Genge (2 woman) is the
author o the Unofical X- s witten for
George Tomkyns Chesney and Saki The Battle of Dorking and When Wiliam Came (World's
Classics: May: £4.99 pb, 160pp) — Two ciassic fulure-war stories from 1871 and 1913
respectively, both about German invasions of the UK. Introduced by | F- Clarke, author of the
seminal Voices Prophecying War,

FeWill Self Great Apes (Bloomsbury: @ May: £15.9 hb. 404pp) — A coke-freak wakes up in @
world where humans are apes More Selt abuse. and nof written i the tollet of John Major's et
David Deutsch The Fabnc of Reaity (Penguin: @ May: £2500 o) — If Greg Egan makes

squint out of your ears, youl love this. Orlord-based theoretical physicst Deutsch
argues that we're much ioser 10 3 Theory of Everytring than we think (though not the one most
wmmbdmgm He draws together four strands - epistemology (e theory of
inowledge), quantum mechanics, computational theory and evolution - and couples them to the
many-words interpretation of OM: this syrthesis. he claims, Mammmd
of reaity han ever before. H

tephew.
Dante Alighieri Inferno (Oxford: Jun; £10.99 tp, 672pp ill) — First volume of Robert M. Durling's
new prose transiation (the first in 25 years) of one of the great works of proto-sf, Dante’s Divine
Comedy. It inspired, among much other sf and tantasy, Niven & Poumelie's infero, in which an
f writer goes 1o hell (or possibly Eastercon). Stick to the original, Id advise; if's surprisingly
readable, even the Dorothy L. Sayers transiafion which | first came across. Includes the ful
hakan text. notes and 16 essays on special subjects.
mmmmsmsewuomumtmm swi)—mmnw
the well-received Is Heathciff a Murderer? Suthedand examines 32 iterary conundrums,
enigmas, and mysteries — WMMWCWWMMWMM
Fanny Hil keep her contraceptives? — and speculates on possible answers. OK, i's not strictly
st but | suppose s fantasy of a sort.
Michael Singer Batman & Robin: The Making of the Movie (Titan: @ 6 Jun; £8.99 pb. ill) —
Follows the making of the fim (released on 27 Jun) from comic to screen, via screenplay,
casting,fiming and spfx. Includes an interview with director Joel Schumaker. actor profies, and
set design information. Also available are various souvenir and poster magazines, and a comic;
Holy Cash-in, Batman!
Marcus Hearn & Alan Barnes The Hammer Story (Titan: @ 19 Jun; £19.99 hb, il.) — "A
gloriously bloodthirsty celebration of Hammer Films, unearthed to coincide with the 40th
anniversary of Hammer's first gothic horror fim, The Curse of Frankenstein” Hammer made
more than 60 f, lmymmmﬂmwmmmmmmmmm
detai, with reproductions of film poster, pre-production artwork, and archive material now
mldeaﬂmblﬂlmms Yheﬁm3ﬂns The Curse of Frankenstein, The Mummy and

mum(m)mwmumyms(nm O i ﬁﬁ%w 5“”!)—
Anth. of fairy tales from the last 300 years, from Andersen to Dickens, Grimm fo Tanith Lee, A.
A MinetoC.S. Lewis.

Hodder & Stoughton

E
Including NEL. Coronet E

Mark Pepper The Short Cut (NEL: Mar; £5.99 pb) — Debut horror novel from aclor Pepper,
witen whilt ‘resting’~ he's recently been seen in Coronation Street. Pie n the Sky and Prime
Suspect 3. *A Faustian tale of an out-of-work actor tempted by his new, smooth, scary manager."
J.D. Robb Immortal in Death (@ Apr. £16.99 hb) — Sf/ crime.

Patrick Huyge The Field Guide fo Extraterestrals (NEL @ Apr- £5.99 pb) — Nonfiction
ahem). A compiete overview of alen ifelorms, based on actual accounts and sightings ” Sim
book, then

Brian Lumley Necroscope: The Lost Years Vo, 2(NEL: Apr £5 %9 ob) — Horror
4.. Robb Glory in Death (NEL Apr £5.99 pb)
7 Gene Wolle Exods From the Long Sun (NEL- Apr. £5.93 pb)

Paul Ware Fight of the Marner (@ May. £16.98 o) — Fantasy

Stephen

Hardsf
Gerald Suster The God Game (NEL- © May, £5.93 pb) —

Alan Cole When the Gods Siept (NEL: May, £5.99 pb) —
Triogy.
Michael Willams Alamanda (@ Jun; £16.99 hb) — Fantasy from the author of Arcacy.
Courtney Brown Cosmic Voyage (@ Jun; £16.93 hb) — Non-fction.
“Richard Bachman' The Reguators (NEL: Jun; €599 pb)
Stephen King pseudonym
Steven Sprull Daughter of Darkness (NEL: Jun; £5.99 pn)
Amy Stout The Royal Four (NEL: © Jun £5.99 pb) —
Mark Canter Down to Heaven (@ Jul: £16.98 hb) — S1 i ot athor o En:
Diane Duane The Book of Night With Moon (@ Jui: £16.99 hb) — Volume 1 in & new fantasy
series, in which cats are revealed 1o be the secret rulers of the world Some astute market
research there, gven s!fans' pet preferences

cDavid Wingrove The Marrage of the Liing Dark (@ Jut £16.99 hb) —

Fantasy, forst volume in ‘The Timura

— Horror from the resurrected

Harrnr

The eghth and final

swmnaspemuﬂumsm
World (NEL: Ju: msm—rmsy second volume of
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Write To Matrix
and win a T-shirt!

Matrix
9 Beechwood Court, Back Beechwood Grove
Leeds, West Yorkshire, LS4 2HS, UK

From Philip Muldowney
15 Woodmill Lane, Bitterne Park, Southampton,
5018 2PA
Thanks for another iteresting Matrix. Tell me one
thing though, do you type it all yourself? [ You can tell
by the typos, can’t you?] As the original two-fingered
typist, | must admit | stand in awe. Mind you, the
word processor makes experts of us all.

My comment about losing our heritage is perhaps a
hyperbolic one [Letters, last ssuel. After all, genres and
popular fction are ephemeral things, by their very nat-
ure being products of a society at a particular tie.
How often are Wheatley or Monsarrat read now? On
the other hand, it does tie in with vanous comments
and straws in the wind — like Bnan Stableford's at the
London meeting — which amount to the cry ‘Is sf
dying / ls it dead?” OK, this is a phrase that seems to
have been around ever since sf started. but now seems
to have two tracks: the deletenous effects that modemn
publishing / retail methods have had, combined with
complete overexposure i the media.

It has been possible this year, in the post-kiddy /
news spots (some would debate where one ends and
the other starts) around six in the evening, to be
watching Star Trek clones nearly every day of the
week. As of writing there are: New Adventures of Super-
an (Sat 6.1 BBCT), ST Voyager (Sun 6.45 BBC2), Space
Prec (Mon 6.45 BBC2), ST: TNG (Wed 6.00 BBC2),
and ST: DS (Thu BBC2). Let alone Quantum Leap, The
Quter Limits, The X-Files, Space Above and Beyond, Dark
Skies etc. What about Sky 1's output, where it is

possible to watch Star Trek et al repeats for three hours
solid on a Saturday aftemoon (God, there can be
something more boring than sport on a Saturday
aftemoon!) and whose whole output is stuffed with sf
| repeats? [Plus the ‘Sci Fi cable channel. — Chris]

The movie industry as well. Most of the top ten
grossing films are sf, [ndependence Day bemng, the latest
in a long line. It really is amazing that when the twe-
nty-vear-old Star Wars s released, with a few technical
tweaks and outfootage, the Hollywood PR machine
manages to convince the world that it is the best thing
since sliced bread! We now live i a truly global vill-
age (whatever did happen to that visionary Marshall
McLuhan? [Died in 1980. — Chris]) where the cynical
mega-money of blanket advertising, PR and hype can
make anything successful, at least for a short time. Of
course, f s the perfect tool to it in with this strategy,
the future being the ultimate plastic medium it is.

David Pringle in Interzone has argued that all this
suceess is too good to last, and that sf might well go
the way of the Western film and book, into permanent
decline; i.e, sfis dying! Leaving aside the myriad rea-
sons for the decline of the Western (not a simple sub-
ject) | wonder if the comparison is apt. Visual sf has
become such a part of our cultural mélange, with direct
input into everyday language, and the whole synthesis
with computers and electronic games, that the images
are too embedded to be shifted very easily. Yet what

Ten Years Ago. ..

Matrix 69, Apr / May 87 . Matrix editor Maureen Porter and
BSFA Co-ordinator Paul Kincaid got engaged on 15 March.
~ Guests of Honour at Conspiracy 87 (the forthcoming Brighton
Worldzon) Arkady and Boris Strugatski were in frouble with
the Soviet regime. and various writers' organisations were
pressunsing the USSR government to let them attend « lain
Banks gained an ‘M and released his first f novel, Consider
Phistas - Patrick Troughton died after a heart atack on 28
March at 2 US Dr Who convention. + BSFA boss Paul Kincaid
discussed pubicty, recrutment. finances and other etemal
problems: pls ca change - Lee e 100k over from
Judith Hanna as Assistant Edtor at Interzone. * Manchester's
finest raided Savoy Books. Agan. + John Landis and others
were in coutt for ‘nvoluntary mansiaughter’ folowing the
deaths of actor Vic Morrow and two children aged 6 and 7
‘uring the shoofing of The Tialight Zone movie. + Paramount
sued a confectionery manufacurer for caling ther cookies
“Tribbles'. + Jeanne Gomoll won TAFF and Irwin Hirsh won
GUFF. « Earthlight. an electronic fanzine, was announced. It
was on Prestel (remember that?). where its predecessor
Starfght, eced by Dave Langford. had aiso appeared.
+ Compuers were st novelties to many fans, and the no one
had heard of the Intemet - Michael J. Bernadi wrote, “Will
editors be their own publisher in future? Wil future distibution
be via the phone ine, printed at home on a laser printer?”

images? What sf film has won any decent award? The
X-Files comes with a paranoid enough storyline to suit
our times, and is greeted as a masterpiece.

Of course this had an effect on our own little patch.
The publishing mega-mergers. the decline of the NBA,
the nise of massive chain-store booksellers with their
state-of-the-art stock knowledge which gives books an
ever-shorter shelf life; indeed, the very nise of the me-
now culture, which wants everything at once, in pre-
digested form, and which has an attention span of
three minutes. This has led to a completely different
publishing industry, with a short-term view, respon-
ding like a scalded cat to the latest media-driven
typhoon, and essentially conservative. It will ot take
too many risks. Combine all this, and you have the
disaster that has overtaken many sf authors, including
the decline of the midlist. John Brunner could not get
published in his later years; Brian Stableford has to
disguise sf novels as fantasy doorstops. A brillant
short story writer like lan R. MacLeod cannot get a
novel published at all as yet; short story collections
have become the province of specialist publishers.
Who knows what we have lost? Can anyone imagine
an publisher nowadays nurturing an older wnter?
Say, like Faber did m the 60s with James Blish by
publishing Black Easter. | very much doubt it

So, perhaps we are losing our hentage. Perhaps
Heinleun’s colloguial style has dated too quickly, but
what about that legion of authors who are not on the
huge sf
Cordwaner Smith, Bradbury
choice, and | am sure we could all name dozens of our
favourites. Fact is though, they are disappearing. Will
moderm accountant-led publishing give it one passing
thought? Likea snowball in hell

“The world of academia is an esoteric one unto itself.
I have always wondered what one did with a2
post-graduate degree in an sf-related area. =)

o | find myself in the embarrassing position of defending
publishers. [t's easy to forget how little sf was published
pre-1970 or so, and how much of that was crap. There is
e sf — at novel length, at least ~ being published nowo
than ever before, and. much more importantly, it's of far

etter quality. More books are sold novw than cver before,
aind more people read. | grevw up i house with teoo books —

a Bible and the Highuoay Code — and while there are stil
‘many households without books (the horror), someone’s
keeping all those swish new bookshaps in
peakinng as a reader and consumer, I'm happier with the
state of sf now than 'ce ever been before. | just ignore the
media stuff ~ it simply isn't relevant to me. As far I'm
concerned 1t ain't sf; it’s a branch of kiddies’ entertainment.

From Steve Jeffery
4 White Way, Kidlington, Oxon., 0X5 2XA

Regarding Philip Muldowney's letter on out-of-print
authors - what happened to the ‘dassic SF' (eg.
VGSF) lines of paperback reprints? Perhaps we need
an enterprising publisher (if that's not an oxymoron)
or small-press imprint. Or is it a problem of distri-
bution and the more-of-the-same shelf policies of

| places like W. H. Sniff's?

of the bookstalls? Sturgeon, Henderson, |
OK, it is a personal | a

Which relates back to Allan Blake's comments in
the same issue about his selections for a core stock list
for sf that presupposes some famliarity, and indeed
availability, of a number of classic works (by Asimov,
Clarke, Heinlein, Bester, and even Gibson's Neuromar-
cer - now 13 years old) but which, as Muldowney
points out regarding Brunner, might be unwarranted.

A straw poll of fellow APA members suggests that
most have read some 20-25 of those Top 100 titles
(about right for me too). Perhaps not great, but by no
means shameful

“Home Shopping” and “Zinery” are neatly done
and dead useful. | love a good KTF review (Reality and
Beyond) tee hee. Might even be tempted to test the
Curse of Jeffery on a trial sub to The Third Alternative
(on my past record with small-press zines, they might
pay menot to.

Neat essay from Brian Stableford on chimeras. &=
o Although the “VGSF imprint s no longer going,
Gollancz is one of the few publishers with a vigorous (and
various) reissue programme. Their Vista and Indigo
imprints have, in the last year, republished such titles as
The Sirens of Titan, Flowers for Algemon, The
Difference Engine, City of llusions, Timescape,
Ancient Light, Fevre Dream, Imperial Earth, In the
Ocean of Night, The Fountains of Paradise, More Than
Human and a number of others.

I understand that ‘KTF’ means, er, ‘Kill The Fuckers'.

From Gary Dalkin

5 Lydford Road, Bournemouth, Dorset, BH11 85N
Just a few thoughts on various points raised in Matrix
124

| once wasted several hours reading Patrick Tilley's
mundane techno-thriller and felt very short-changed.
Not only does it lack any real imagination, but it just
sort of, well . . . fades-out. Inconclusive and dull, how
much less can a reader want from a ‘core title?

As for Steve Palmer’s 10 Controversial Things, five
are absolutely spot on, five are completely wrong, and
as for the rest, well I'll just sit on the fence for now.

Chris Hill feels there are certain authors it's not
table not to like (within the hallowed halls of
fandom). 1 can’t say I've ever noticed this, but
certainly pressures to canonical conformity should be
resisted. | never liked Fritz Leiber either, or Robert
Heinlein, or Philip K. Dick, or even William Gibson.
Dreadfully over-rated, the lot of them. Ballard used to
write wonderful short stories, but never penned a
novel, apart from The Crystal World, which I've been
able to finish. Aldiss vanies between the brilliant, the
pointless and the incomprehensible. If we read what
we were told was good for us, we'd all be reading
Booker winners and never have any time for sf
anyway. Moral: read who you like, not who you're
told you should like.




Re: Claire Brialey on Star Wars. Both the second
and third ‘widescreen’ video releases of the film are
direct transfers of the original movie (I can't say for
any other video versions), other than the fact that the
New Hope' subtitle has been added, as on the
re-release prints made prior to the original release of
The Empire Strikes Back. The only other difference is
the slightly fast running speed, which is an artifact of
the PAL system. The attack on the Death Star on these
tapes matches that detailed in the original script
reproduced in The Art of Star Wars, edited by Carol
Titleman (Ballantine, 1979). There are three runs at the
trench. The first is made by Gold Leader, Gold Five
and Gold Two. The second, which actually appears
successful for a moment, is made by Red Leader, Red
Nine and Red Ten. Luke (Red Five) is at this point
highabove the Death Star providing cover along with
Red Two (Wedge) and Red Three. This is the attack in
which Claire remembers Luke using his targeting
computer. Only ater this does Luke make his one and
only run in the trench. The special effects may have
been ‘enhanced’ but the events are the same in the
“Special Edition’.

Finally, ['m glad Philip Muldowney found me
fascinating in my self-profile, at least until [ blew it by
entering clichéland. It was always a rsk, but if | might
be allowed to explain why | wrote my essay on why
like sf, and thus defend myself

Seeing as virtually no one in fandom has actually
met me, indeed, there have been doubts as to my very
existence, and as | do have a tendency to spout
somewhat contentious opinions which several people
have already cither taken exception to, or
misunderstood entirely, [ felt it might be useful to
outline just where I am ‘coming from’. Perhaps [ was
wrong, but when I read someone tearing something
to pieces which I love, or praising that which I regard

as abysmal, then I do like to have some sort of idea of
their general likes, prejudices and critical standpoint. |
just thought other people might appreciate knowing
the same basics about me.

From Mike Brain
2 Paddock Way, Hr. Kinnerton, Chester, CH4 9BA

Matrix 124 page 9, your article “The View From the
Shop Floor”. When the Times published the
Waterstone’s list, [ wrote to their editor but they didn't
publish it. So [ make the same point to Matrix, that my
“personal count’ was that | had read about 20/100, but
had seen 50/100 on film or tv, so perhaps that may
have further influenced the vote. Looking at your list
of 55 titles, the film / tv count seems to be 27/55.
Perhaps we ought to have an altemative F&SF list
from our big mailorder specialist shops, like
Andromeda? Even attempting to separate sf from
fantasy? Perhaps the lending library system could
abstract F&SF loans as another alternative reading
popularity picture.

Texpect to have skewed the library data from my
local area, as most of my loan requests are for F&SF in
hardback, so | can buy my favourites to keep as
paperbacks.

Tbelieve [ have a reasonable grasp of the long-term
sf (reading) scene, having started with USA pulp
novels like Vargo Statten in the early 1950s! &=
 Vargo Statten’ was actually a_pseudonym of the
extremely prolifc Britsh writerJoln Russell Fearn
Later, Mike sent his response to Steve Palmer's "10
Controversial Things":

From Mike Brain

No. 5, X-Files bland: I would tactically agree, orly on
the basis of being able to use it as an excuse to drop
from the tv schedules other, more unworthy dross.

Game shows, soaps, pseudo-science documentaries
Perhaps with the new BBC Charter we could get the
BSFA to lobby the sf issue, or get elected to their
buying / selection panel for tvimports?

No. 6 [separating sf and horror in bookshops: Yes,
along with all the Star Trek novelisations/

No. 10 [limiting Pratchett books to one per
household]: Yes, but one per week!

No. 3 [Gillian Anderson’s ugliness}: Yes, compared
to Janine Turner (Maggie in Northern Exposure),

No. 7 [Marketing clichés]: My company has a
‘Guide’, but the marketing department was incensed
when 1 showed them the page from Mostly Harmless
by Douglas Adams citing 'tosspats”.

No. 1 [Star Wars]: On that basis I am surprised that
we have yet to see a tv series ‘spin off” along the lines
of DS9 from ST:TNG.

A Wizard of Earthsea on Radio 4. I this programme
likely to be available on BBC cassette or CD? I only
caught half an hour by chance, so will it be repeated? [
have asked this question before some years ago
(Media pages), but would the BSFA ask BBC Radio PR
people to consult / advise them on future sf
broadcasts and give us plenty of notice in Matrix? &1
o It's very difficult getting scheduling information out of
the BBC with sufficient notice for it to be useful to us. This
isn't entirely their fault - I'd need to know tico months in
advance, and even they don't know their detailed schedule
that far ahead. As to whether plays are released on tape, |
suggest you write to the Beeb and ask. That isi't simple
cither; there are complex rights issues involved, and Le
Guin has her own involvement in audio versions of ler
work
WE ALSO HEARD FROM Syd Foster, Carol Amn
Green, Geoffrey Hunt, Paul Kincaid, Mark Plummer
Thanks to all. And now it's YOUR turn . ... — Chris

city on the edge of the fen

cardinal cox

clubs —
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ORTH OF Cambridge, east of Birmingham, south of Lincoln, west of Norwich,

the Peterborough SF Club was founded in 1976, but the city’s connections

with the genre stretch back further than that. Authors who have lived in the

area include Lady Charlotte Guest, Charles Kingsley, E. G. Swain, ]. D.

Beresford, Lucy Boston, L. P. Hartley and William le Queux. Later writers
include John Kippax, Dan Morgan, June Counsel and Peter F. Hamilton. Two
Eastercons were held in Peterborough in the mid-sixties, instigated by another
local, book-dealer Ken Slater.

The club was started by Chris Wakelin and her husband Dave after being
encouraged by Keith Freeman at ManCon 5, the 1976 Eastercon held in Manches-
ter. The first few months were covered in an article Chris wrote for Matrix many
moons ago, and as with all local groups (1 suspect) the beginning was slow. It
must be underlined that Peterborough does not have a seat of higher education.
When it was mooted that Cambridgeshire should have a polytechnic, instead of
F gh it went to the P town of Cambridge.
Thus our club has never had a core of students to replenish its membership.

Around 1980 the club went through a thin patch while Chris and Dave were in
Africa, though this changed when they returned in 1982. Though never fully
active after this, they provided a much-needed boost. This period culminated in a
widely appreciated convention, Congregate 88. This was part of a boom time on
cons in Britain and ours certainly  caught the spirit of the time. [ vaguely
remember it being favourably reviewed in Concatenation, but that might just be
part of rosy-tinged memory.

From then on the club focused on bringing authors etc. to the city, promoting
the genre locally rather than trying to maintain a national ‘fannish’ profile. Over
the past twelve months our guests have included Nicholas Royle, Garry Kilworth,
Fred Clarke (talking about his brother Arthur), Oliver Johnson, Mike Jefferies,
Freda Warrington and most recently the Interzone artist Russell Morgan.

abre histor of the peterborough sfclu

Since 1992 the club has helped to organise the local Fantasy Fairs. These, as we
are quick to point out, aren’t conventions. They're a mix of large dealers’ room,
gaming demos and a couple of special guests. The aim is to introduce aspects of sf
to the general public, such as comics, gaming, art etc. The entrance fee is fixed
low, and in previous years we've managed to attract about 700 punters in
Obviously, we hope to attract new members to the club, but to be honest that
doesn't always happen. Though perhaps the ten-year-old who has a go at Star
Fleet Battles (for instance) might, in seven years’ time, be a committed RPGer.

We are not, however, the only club in Peterborough. We also have an Anime
Club (PAniC), a Dr Who / media group (Nth Dimension), a Star Trek and gaming
groups, and an sf writing circle. There is some overlap between these groups and
a combined Nth Dimension / SF Club team won Telly Addicts in 1994. Members of
both clubs have helped to organise the annual Cult TV convention on the Norfolk
coast.

Looking to the future and the next century, I hope that the club will continue to
bring both established names and new talents to area as well as encouraging and
promoting local writers and artists. We will always remain searching for new sf,
fantasy, horror, gothic and surreal entertainments.

—© Cardinal Cox 1997

The Peterborough SF Club

meets on the first Wednesday of the month at the Bluebell Inn,
Dogsthorpe, and on the third Wednesday of the month in the bar of the
Great Northern Hotel, opposite the BR station.
There are meetings on 4 Jun 97 (when the guest is Simon Ings); 18 Jun
97,2.Jul 97: 16 Jul 97; 6 Aug 97: 20 Aug 97; and 3 Sep 97.
It you'd like more information on any of the groups mentioned above, send

an SAE to 58 Pennington, Orton Goidhay, Peterborough, PE2 5RB
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them it began to dawn on me that my problem, which in the
outside world is regarded as a minor eccentricity, is treated
with derision and cruelty in f circles. I nearly admitted to it -
they were a sympathetic lot - but I caught myself in time. |
went to bed at midnight.

Q90 AVD ODED0
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LEARNED something about myself at Intervention.
Something shameful. Il tell you about it later.
Intervention was my first convention. Sort of. I tried

Follycon all those years ago but | didn't go all the way. My
fiancé, who had been on a walking holiday in North Wales,
came into the con looking for me. He was wearing an orange
cagoule, walking boots and carrying a rucksack. Security had
no trouble at all identifying him as an alien. He was ejected and
1 slunk out after him, blushing. This time I left him at home,
shackled to the kids.

So anyway. | amved at the Adelphi on Friday aftemoon
carrying a bag empty but for  couple of changes of underwear
and socks. | remembered the dealers’ room from last time and |
expected to fill my bag with books. | did. | dumped the bag i
the hotel room.

| gave up the idea of spending the entire convention chatting in
the bar, mainly because | am too shy to push my way into
conversations while I'm still sober enough to talk coherently. [
know, shyness is a character flaw. My mother told me so.
Compared to my big problem though, shyness is nothing,

So, I went to some of the programme items. | found | was one of
the two per cent of fans who don’t have an email facility but,
though shameful, | could live with it 1 did a bit of gophering. In
four hours of this my only jobs were to go out to buy four
Easter eggs and a bag of chips. Well worth the effort to have
four hours when people would talk to me. | spent a lot of
money in the dealers’ room, | drank cold John Smith's beer, |
talked to June (thanks June). and | played cards with Matt's
group of silly card-game players (thanks Matt). Oh, and |
nursed my growing realisation that that if | admitted my secret
Twould be a social outcast.

I'd read somewhere that it was a pownt of principle with some
people never to go to a programme item but to spend the entire
convention in the bar. | went to look at the bar. They had no
real ale except for Old Peculier. It's been a habit of mune for
some time to avoid beers that begin with the word ‘old": Old
Tom, Old Peculier. Old Hooky, Owd Roger etc. They make me
fall over, gibber wildly and sometimes throw up. I hesitated
The keg beer was John Smith’s. | compromised on a half of O.P.
I'd missed the opening ceremony (curse the train times) so [
decided to go to “A Young Person's Guide To The
Convention”. In the programme it said the item was a
Frequently Asked Questions session for first-timers. | missed it.
| was talking to someone and missed the first five minutes.
Later during the convention it became clear to me that as long
as you were carrying a pint of beer you could wander through

The people who go to conventions seem to be amazingly
tolerant. You needn't feel an outcast if you're disabled, if you're
gay, if you're fat, if you're a feminist, if you like playing with
guns and / or dressing in strange clothes. You're even allowed
to be a kid without being automatically loathed. You can even
drink lager. It's amazingly liberating. But there is one blind
spot, one prejudice that no one seems to care to change. |

any programme item at any tme and no one would mind Come on
Especally if the item was in BoSh's, which was confusingly [

called The Derby Room in the Big Black Book.

1 went to histen to Dave Langford, Guest of Honour. | was
impressed. | continued to be impressed by his wit and
mtelligence until | found him
serenading 4 group of television

people in front of the lfts when |

wanted to go to the sixth floor with

two carrier bags full of books, but

that was later. | wandered, lonely as -
a cloud of aigarette smoke, until I'd

drunk enough beer to stop being INTERVENTION  COMNTTES
shy, then | imposed myself on a MEMBea

group from Bolton. While talking to —_— S

(e BREWERY HAS TO
Be ARNUND HEZE
seméwiee 1y

As high-ech tlor jaded fans, I balloons ratherthan the usual paper planes mads
from lovingy prepared and printed con fiyers. On Saturday night greal cheers could be heard whenever one of these
contraptions reached the Adelphi's omate ceiing, hunckeds of feet above the throng. And which table was responsile?
mam Ken Macleod and Paul J. McAuley can "elp
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In the Real World, the 199

campaign was getting under
was predicting an unpreceder
Tories. And around the UK,
that the 1997 Eastercon at t
Liverpool would be . . . well,.
anyuay.

Major got it ever so slightly i

Octavia E. Butler
>



Fantasy humorist Tom Holt props up the bar (or vice versa) and

researches his next novel. | did not experience Tom's singing, which is

\ probably reason encough 1o include the folowing, mysterously escaped
e -]

from “Forthcoming Books’
Tom Holt Bitter Lemmings (Beccon' @ 26 Apr. €400 pb (A4 spiral),

ITISH EASTERCON .3 0iil s Sy S vy
ifs fik But these subvert 2l expectations by being exvemely funny "My
Imam / Said folow Isiam / And don' shily-sbally on the way'. and guess

the tune for that one. There's “The Wid Canadan Boy’ (a trite fo 2
D|SS certan Mr Clute), “Et in Intersectone Ego” (about 2 recent Stottish
Convention. the tune s G&S's “The Nightmare Song™. and Tom says

I's possible to sing i you take  run at it | can confirm this, though my

ING neighbours might dsagree). songs 2bout Ladyshaves, lovebites, lemm-
ngs and cheese Proceeds go 1o 2 fiking charty. and there's also a

signed and ilustiated limited editon for £5. Available from: Beccon

TLER Publications. 75 Rossiyn Avenue. Harold Wood. Essex. AM3 ORG.
Cheques  POs payable to Beccon Pubications’. Add 75p P8P

-~ wouldn't reveal my problem in this way if I hadn't seen others suffering, hadn't

JFORD seen the sneers and heard the sniggers. It's time to come out. It's time to reject
shame.

. 7 Here is my confession: | like Star Trek

ext 1 know, | know. Star Trek is an in-oke. It's full of technobabble, the technical

Mark Plummer, details change to fit the plot, there's very little continuity of storyline, it's morally

Jreen Kincaid Speller, simplistic, DSY is just a ‘feeble copy of Babylon 5, and sometimes the storylines

make me cringe, e, the Voyager episode where they found Amelia Earhart,

Terran abducted by aliens and kept in suspended animation on a planet 70 million light
vears from Earth
1oons ) 1
Moorin 1 know, because I've been told forcibly, that Babylon 5 is the Real Thing, It's
9 subtle, complex, realistic. That's OK. I like Babylon 5 as well It 1s possile. It
doesn't have to b either / or. el I've even got  nostalgi afection for Blakes 7
graphy Tere's so litle sf on tv thatif | have to give up ST to be PC [1] be not-OK
:
Terran So next year in Manchester will be different. 1] break through my reserve. 111
s hold drunken discussion groups at two 1 the mormng, Il comes people and
nksto force them to listen to my tirades, [1] wear a witty pro-ST badge, Il enter the -
, Paul Kincaid masquerade as Dawn French plays Deanna Troi and if anyone makes a joke at  Ken MacLeod is very cheeriul about somefhing ~ perhaps
B our expense | will counsel them eamestly, sincerely, boringly and at great length.  he'dlada beton he sze of Labour's mjorty.
P You have been wamed.
1997 General Election

Goodness, I did get carried away. Right. Intervention. Yes, wel, I really enjoyed
it, mostly. I'd do it again. What would have made it better? Drinkable tea, decent
beer, mayonnaise-free salad, fresh fruit, a shy people’s comer

nderway and John Major
>cedented fifth term for the
UK, fans were predicting o 2 PRSI e
v Ade! ; staggered, squinting, into daylight on Monday an
at the Adelphi Hotelin caught the train home. The journey took a long time

well, better than last time, Simo (aka. M. J. Simp-

because of vandalised power lines just north of

son) of SFX (Fies) mag-

fway, Stafford, but the hour and  hal spent SIting in oo weeuig o
htlywrong. Did the fans? Crewe station gave me time to devise my excuses for — something or other and
having spent all that money and to complete a  dinking what looks suspi-

planning permission request for another twenty feet  ciously i orange juice
of bookshelves. He'll never be a real hack

Jon Bing. with beer fve that

— © Yoonne Rowse 1997

Jenny. Matt an Ramsey Campbell
prowng that conventions are famiy aftars.
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Following an wnbelievably tortuous trip through the motorways of middle England,
Maureen fially arrived in Liverpool on Friday morning
EVER WAS the sight of a bottle of Beck's more welcome than when we
finally got into Liverpool, survived the one-way system (and the
“interesting’ map in the convention’s Progress Report 4), parked the car
and persuaded the hotel that yes, we were visible, yes we did have a room
reservation, and yes, we would quite like to have the keys

It was at the Adelphi, at Sou'Wester in fact, that the BSFA first took up residence in
the dealers’ room (and it was Sou'Wester who later made a donation to the BSFA
which helped finance A Very British Genre), and here we were, back in the same
comner of the dealers’ room, just like old times, alongside Peter Garrett for Interzone,
Chris Reed and Manda Thompson for BBR, and Roger Robinson, Andy Sawyer and
Peter Wright for the Foundation, though we all swapped around so much that the
whole run of tables became an exercise in communal support, which is part of what
‘makes working in the dealers’ room such fun. Friday morning’s set-up was quick, so
we were all raring to go by the time the Billingers arrived with new recruits Colin
Odell and Mitch Le Blanc, an assortment of baok boxes, BSFA Awards and luggage.

And when the dealers’ room opened, it was business as usual, selling tombola
tickets, selling books, taking memberships, sorting out queries. Considering that
money is always tight these days, we did well: what was especially pleasing was

One of these is true. Above, Dave Mooring's view, and below. the BSFA Commitiee pondering
weighty maters - like, whose bloody round is it - before the AGM. From feft: Publications Manager
Steve Jeffery (seated); Publicty and Promotions (a real Pub Pro) man Mark Plummer (lezned)
Vector Reviews Edior Paul Kincaid, who apparently wants to shoot our other Pub Pro Claire Brialey;
Chiefess Maureen Kincaid Speller, Vector layout wizard Tony Cullen behind Treasurer Elizabeth
Billinger (who is obscuring Focus's Carol Ann Green); yet another Vector edior in he shape of Andy
Butler, and Membership Secretary Paul Billinger.

that we took so many new memberships, though equally cheering was the way that
people would see us and remenber that it was time to renew their membership. The
tombola was as popular as ever, and we unveiled our new secret weapon alongside
the sherbet flying saucers. I confess it's a mystery to me why anyone would like
marshmallow bananas, but the Paul Collective (Kincaid and Billinger) assures me
they're delicious.

The AGM went smoothly; | was pleased with the tumout of members (very high
indeed) and extremely pleased to have John D. Rickett running the meeting for me.
Anold hand at this sort of thing, John conducted matters with wit and grace, which
put me to shame as I'd mislaid my notes (our room was one of those burgled during
the convention, and while we lost only our kettle and telephone, the papers in my
desk had been left in a bit of a mess. | found the notes eventually; the thought of
someone burgling my room for my notes was fust too bizarre for words),

The Awards Ceremony did not go as smoothly as we'd hoped. Although the
convention had contacted us to check that we wished to present the BSFA Awards,
they hadn't told us that the event was to be part of the closing ceremony rather than
in the interval of the Saturday night Masquerade as has been the custom in the last
few years; an unfortunate lapse in communication all round. o, from having five of
the six award winners present, we were down to one by 7pm on Monday night,
though Dave Langford was suitably covered in confusion when he received his
retrospective 1986 award. Paul Kincaid was complimented by various people on his
handling of a difficult situation, and great interest was shown in the new trophies,
designed and made by Colin and Mitch.
Allin all, the BSFA had a good Eastercon. It's always a pleasure to catch up with
those BSFA members we wouldn't otherwise see. All that remains is to thank those
who worked on the desk or donated prizes, including Paul and Elizabeth Billinger,
Loma Bootland, Roy Gray, Carol Ann Green, Chris and Penny Hill, Sue Jones, Steve
Kerry, Meredith McArdle, Mark Plummer, Jilly Reed, Moira Shearman, and Mike
‘Simo’ Simpson. Apologies to those [ may have missed as [ wasn't always at the
desk.

— © Maureen Kincaid Speller 1997

BSFA MEETING - -~ -
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ITTING ON the sofa in my living room, a mere three days after my
return from Eastercon, the tangible memories of the convention are
everywhere around me. There’s the huge and - in as much as I can tell
on a cursory examination - rather magnificent new Clute and Grant Fantasy
Encyclopedia, which is virtually smothered by a distressingly large pile of British
Reprint Edition Astoundings and Analogs, bought, so far as I can recall, because
they were cheap. There's a beautifully produced programme book, nestling
amongst a smattering of new fanzines and a rather larger pile of old fanzines
courtesy of Greg Pickersgill's Memory Hole fanzine recycling scheme. Plenty to
remind me of Intervention, the 1997 British Easter Science Fiction Convention.

Sadly, I suspect that when it comes to the non-tangible memories those that will
Joom highest in the minds of the attendees will be the security problems which
continue to plague conventions held in the Liverpool Adelphi. A shame really, as
in many respects it's a near perfect convention hotel for events of an Eastercon
size (membership just over the thousand mark, with attendecs approaching nine
hundred). However, rumours of room break-ins and, in one case, a rooftop chase
all amounting to a ituation whereby we were, as one person commented during
the bidding session, virtually “under a state of siege” and it didn't make for a
convivial atmosphere. Then again, despite all this I had a good time and I believe
that most other attendees did too. I can't speak much about the main programme
~ Iwas in the dealers’ room most of the day and, generally speaking, I didn't find
the evening items to be that interesting ~ but the fan lounge hosted a number of
lively discussions on burning issues such as further European Worldcons, the
upcoming UK Corflu convention and the place of fan history. Of the guests - and
no disrespect intended to the others — Octavia Butler proved to be incredibly
popular with convention members and, interestingly, booksellers who reported
good takings throughout the convention. Sales of the Encyclopedia of Fantasy were
not as great as the sales of the Encyclopedia of Science Fiction at the Jersey Eastercon
in 1993, but this is perhaps proof that, despite rumours to the contrary, the
Eastercongoer has not lost sight of the “sf” bit in the term “sf fandom”.
For those who wish to do so, I'm sure there is plenty to analyse in the actual
running of the convention, especially as the 1999 Eastercon will be returning to
the same venue. For the rest, next year in Manchester . .

— © Mark Plunimer 1997
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E WRITERS workshop, taken by writer and editor Liz Holliday, was
definitely one of the highlights of Intervention

OK, I have to declare an interest - | did help organiseit.

It started with a mingling session, and had all else failed this would have served the
purpose of introducing folks with common interests, In my case, one of the things
that has ultimately come out of this is the intention to join the IMPS, a Compuserve
writers' forum of which | was casually aware, but it needed a personal and warm
recommendation to get me to investigate it further. The session attracted an
additional ten or so participants, in addition to the half-dozen people who had
responded to the publicity handout a month earkier and so had brought manuscripts
for comment. So the workshop reached critical mass and began to evolve.
Manuscripts were circulated as intended, but feedback was moved from within the
allotted sessions, Some, like me, hung on to manuscripts and sent them back with
comments after the con, and Liz herself gave comments in téte i téte style for those
who wanted them. The workshops proper ~ which expanded into seven hours
spread out over the next three days - were devoted to exercises, advice and
discussion.

Their success rested on Liz's ability to present iformation clearly, and her

willingness to devote massive amounts of time to the workshops, far beyond the call
duty.

Liz's topics were comprehensive: viewpoint, pace, dialogue, charadter, plot

structure, style, emotional arc, world-building. The core of each was of relevance to

any writer, since good writing transcends genre boundaries, but the emphasis was

genre-based, and the discussions focused usefully on sf demands and expectations.

The exercises reinforced the advice, such as writing the same scene from three
different viewpoints, or a scene in which explanation of emotion (she felt tense) was
forbidden, only direct sensory input (the key cut imto her hand) being allowed.

The last session centred around market information, manuscript presentation, and
useful sources for research, ranging from the phone resource Science-Line, to
planetary-design shareware, to specialist libraries.

So, were there any drawbacks?

An open workshop may attract writers of widely differing abilities. In a perfect
world you would put together a group of similarly talented writers with different
approaches, who can stimulate each other. Deviance from this ideal tumed out to be
aminor problem, given the flevible nature of the sessions.

There was another drawback with a capital D: Distraction. Maybe the reason
Eastercons are not known for their writers' workshops is that there is so much else
going on. [ was on the committee as Guest Liaison (last year saw me attend my first
convention, and little did [ realise this was some sort of event horizon, ready to suck
me in) and could be seen introducing Octavia Butler, for instance, or wandering
around with a wallyphone looking vague and harassed. Others had commitments to
the Masquerade, or would reluctantly miss a bit of workshop to see a programme
item. So the main problem was not what was on offer in the writers’ workshop but
perhaps not being able to make the best use of it. My exercise attempts were token
efforts, my contributions to discussions less than acute.

Speller, Penny Hill and Sue Jones. God knows what they were doing, but Mo seemed o erjoy it
-

The Spice Girls of the BSFA, JoJo. Mo S, Penni and Soo. (Oh, all right then: Joanna Hinken, Maureen Kincaid
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Hotel"type progr

Despite this I found the whole thing well worth while. Oh yes. I did root for some of
the pearls that Liz was scattering in front of my glazed eyes, and have been
pondering them in my heart.

To those asking eagerly whether I will be organising something similar again, the
answer is no. This was one of those events which can only be done so
whole-heartedly once, and | wouldn't have dared put so much upon Liz if I had
realised | was asking for sucha chunk out of her life.

Liz makes her living as a writer, her short stories being mostly in anthologies, with
tv novelisations to bring in the bread and butter while she works on her own novels,
and as the fiction editor of Valkyrie, the gaming magazine. She is about to launch
Odyssey, a new sf/f/h magazine. She also runs Milford, an annual science fiction
workshop for published writers

In the wake of her experiences at the convention, this year she is organising a
seven-day residential workshop for selected applicants; for further information
contact her at 31 Shotsford, Wessex Gardens, London, W2 5LG). Manuscript
critiques will be supplemented by sessions along the lines described above. and it
will take place i Devon on 20-27 September 1997. For the budding sf/f writer, [ can
heartily recommend it
—© Janet Barron 1997
and then there was the impromptu BSFA origami session on the floor, the Curious
Case of the Fugitive Chinese Wall, Dave Langford's Live Thog & Hlasterclags, lan
Surensen being abused by Greg Pickersgll fo daring to hold a Corf in the UK (all
those Americans!), the final burial of The Seottish Convention in the free bar
which used up is remaining funds, the marvellows and scary sight of Liverpool’s Sam
nightlife (busier than most citiesin the day), the Adelphi's worrying similarity to The
Shining’s Ocverlook Hotel . . . and occasional mentions of sf. What have | missed?
What did YOU miss? — Chris

Andy Butler says to Chris Hill, new Awards Admiristrator, “Hey. | can push
You right through this tiny piece of paper ‘ere.” Chiis scofs, but our Andy
knows 2 rick or two...... Do we really go fo conventins forthis?

e
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il our daddy takes the T-bird away ...

SumweR i traditonally a alow period for v, al the investment
going in spring and autumn shows, whereas it is boxoffce
bonanza time at the movies. This year. fims of f interest are
at a particular premium (nothing whatsoever to do with the
sucoess of ndependence Day last year, of course).

I the States, the summer season kicks off fighteningly
early, with the most anticiated move of the year. The story is.
as ever, sighly diferent in Britan, so Brfish release dates
precede the US ones. Al these are subject 1o change
depending on each fim's American business

Space Truckers - 23 May (US TB4)

Di. Stuar Gordon;cast Steven Do, Dennis Hopper

Not based on the 2000 AD cormic siip. unforunately, tis
curiosity was made in Brian, employed Brish CGl companies
forthe ffects, but has an eifrely American cast andis. on the
face of i, a traighto-ideo fim with delusions ofgrandeur

The Fifth Element - 13 June (US 9 May)

Di. Luc Bresson; cast Bruoe Wills, Gary Okdman, lan Holm,
Lee Evans (), Tricky (1)

Neithr a sequel nor a remake, this s one of the few dark
horses in his year's lne up. Direted by French maverick
Bresson, i allegediy cost $90 milion, is allegedly set in the
218t century and allgedy concens an invasion by aens
seeking water. That's about as much as s (unjknown at time of

|

1

writing, as the film has been shot and cut under a veil of
secrecy the CIA would be proud o,

What s defrite i that Bruce Wills and Gary Oldman star.
will also definitely be worth watching as all Bresson's movies
(including the elegaic The Big Ble. the cyberpunk Nikia and,
of course, the action-movie template Leon) have proven to be
THE stanc-out moves of thei respectve years. Can you toll
I'm quite excited about his one?

Batman and Robin -27une (Us 20 Jure)

Dir. Jol Schumacher. cast (in_order of salary) Amoid
Schwarzenegger, Chris ODonnel, George Clooney, Uma
Thurman. Afcia Siverstone.

Fourth fim. third actor to play Batman. No one pretends this is
anything other than a circus show now, packed fl ofights and
oise and spectacie but entely devoid of substance. The sets
and effects il steal the show, ke lasttime.

The Lost W orld - 18 4y (US 23 May)

Dir. Steven Spielberg; cast Jefl Goldblum, ichard
Atenborough, Jufanne. Moore, Pete Postethwaie, Peter
Stormare

In case the T. Rex skeleton on the poster is too subfle a hint,
this fim's ful tite is The Lost World: Jurassic Park This time
the dnosaurs are being bred for hunting purposes. Once again
the script seems to have deviated from the plot of the ‘original

book. Once again the dgal dinosaurs will outperom the
humans. Once again ths wil be half a bilion dolars in the
bank.

Spielberg recenty had the audaciy to complain that
Hollywood is overrun with huge budget sequels which leave no
oo for medium budget midist ims. O, and who's to blame
for that, | wonder?

Men In Black - 1 August (US 4.uly)

Dir. Barry Sonnenfeld; cast Will Smith, Tommy Lee Jones.
Messts Smith & Jones are govemment agents secrelly
monitoring alien activity on Earth. The trailr shows them
pointing a gun at a huge crashed spaceship and yeling,
“You're under arrest”” From this you can tell that the film isn't
entirely serious. Wil Smith's last fim opened on 4 July last
year - and was a litle item consequently named Independence
Day. Needless to say, the powers-that-be hope this will do
similar businss

Face OFf - august (U5 27 June)

Dir.John Woos cast John Travola, Nicoas Cage

Is the oid ilerwihmyface routne. Assassin Cage has his
face changed to Travola’s 1o go under cover, whist secret
agent Travola has is changed fo Cage's. Or was t the ofher
way round? Either way, the team that brought you Broken
Arrowlas year are back

—Yradio

Riddley Walker

BBC Radio 3, April 1997. 105 mins,

Dramatised for radio by Dominic Power from the novel by Russell Hoban.
Directed by Michael Fox.

Cast: Matthew Dunster, Russell Dixon, Robert Whelan, Joe Melia.

Russell Hoban's Ridley Walker (1981) is a complex and multi-layered novel
of the sort that is notoriously difficult to dramatise. Famously, the first layer of
complexity, the first barrier the reader has to overcome, is the language: a
broken and compacted demotic that, on the page, bears little resemblance to
familiar English. The trick, of course, is to read it aloud; like heating invisible
ink, this helps to reveal a comprehensible language hidden within the words. A
radio dramatisation, therefore, automatically takes you through that first
barrier. Inevitably, it does so at the expense of the words on the page which provide
avisual representation of the debased and fragmented society of Hoban's
post-apocalyptic world. This 1s not a great loss, however, given how well the
deliberately rough voices of the actors get around the language and capture the
grubbing and ugly nature of their existence. The language as spoken does work
surprisingly well on radio, though once or twice it was clear the producers didn't
trust the audience to get it all, so that occasionally “Cambry” comes out out as
“Canterbry” or “Fork Stone” as “Folkst'n’”

preaury| |ned Aq pamainay

Fortunately this lack of trust manifested itself as no more than an occasional
retreat into received pronunciation, otherwise it would have been disastrous, The
novel works by a series of complex,interlocking puns and you have to be allowed to
discover for yourself all the different levels of meaning they reveal. At the centre of
the book, for instance, there i the confusion of the story of St Eustace - as told ina
(genuine) wall painting at Canterbury Cathedral - with the USA in the core myth of
St Eusa. Within this myth i the confusion of the Biblical Adam with the atom, which
comes out s “adom”, the litle shining man, who also has aspects of Christ n his
portrayal as being crucified betuween the horns of astag, the 'hart of the wood!,
which i also an elaborate pun for charcoal

These puns provide both the background and the underlying plot of the novel:
America’s atomic power was misused, resulting in a devastating war after which
only a few fragments of civilisation cling to survival. Now a few ambitious people -

such as Abel Goodparly, the PriMinster - are trying to recover some of that feared
and forbidden knowledge. Goodparly (Russell Dixon) and his colleague Erie
Althing (Robert Whelan) tour the villages of East Kent with a puppet show whose
propagandist message is the nearest thing to national nity that remains. In each
village the message is interpreted by a ‘connection man’, and following his father’s
death 12-year-old Riddley Walker (Matthew Dunster) finds himself the new
connection man for his village. Unfortunately, Riddley i a genuine visionary who
sees,if imperfectly, through Goodparly's plans and who also finds himself cast into
exile from his village. He then tours East Kent, meeting and re-meeting the very
limited cast of characters who eventually come together in the disastrous
rediscovery of gunpowder. (Among many other things, Riddley Walker is also a
bildungsroman and an odyssey; Riddley's growth is reflected both in his journey and
in the gradual assemblage of materials and knowledge to make the explosive.)

All of this is complex enough for an hour-and-three-quarters play, but when you
add that the majority of the information we, as audience, need to understand the
background is conveyed by stories, brief flashbacks, Punch-and-Judy-like puppet
shows, rhymes and songs, and all of it in the debased, ungrammatical and often
inaccessible language, you can understand what an incredible burden is placed on
the actors. Their script garbles their speech, but there is so much that has to be clear
Itis 2 juggling act that most of the cast carry off with considerable aplomb. The
weakest actor is probably Robert Whelan, playing the eteral sidekick, much of
whose speech seems to trail away into diffidence; but Matthew Dunster who, as
Riddley, has to carry by far the greatest part of the play, succeeds far more than we
can have any right to expect.

Of course, even 105 minutes of radio time is not enough to contain the whole of
Riddley Walker, and there are certain meetings along the way that are far too short to
carry all the information they should (Riddley's first meeting with the 12-year-old
“archbishop” of Cambry seems particularly truncated, especially as, in the book, this
is the scene that conveys much of the religious and mythic weight of the story). And
the transitions from one scene to another became more abrupt as the story went on,
so that as it reached its climax it was sometimes difficult to disentangle the fact that
one vital meeting had ended and this was another event in another place. That said,
though, this is a play that captures the spirit of the novel better than most of s who
read the book might ever have thought possible. «—

— © Paul Kincaid 1997

Paul Kincaid is Administrator of the Arthur C. Clarke Award
Reviews Editor of Vector.
He lives in Fork Stone.
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Jolm Ashbrook on

Event Horizon - T8 (US 1 August)
Ot Paul Anderson; cast Laurence Fishbourne, Sam Neil,
Kalhieen Qunan. Sean Pertwee.
At the ouer eaches of our galaxy. a ship, he Event Horizon is
found floatng n space. The rescuers / salvagers find all sonts
of sty sueses wagan bord.

ks exactly tke Ridey EW" ‘
smply because they were
Pinewood. The plot sounds fke
the computer game Marathon

may be

ey on sef
mix a‘ TM Black Hole and

Spawn - TBA (US 22 August)

Dir. Mark Dippe: cast Michael Jai White, John Leguizamo,
Martin Sheen.

This looks set 1o follow in the tracks of The Mask and The
Crow as big comic-book hits. Director Dippe has been
promoted from special efects directon for ILM. 5o expect the
CGI monsters o get more screen time than the flesh and blood
characters

Contact - 25 September (US 1 Juiy)

Dir_ Robet Zemeckss Foster, Mathew
WcConaughey, James Woods, John Hurt. Tom Skemit and
Angela Bassett

Car Sagan's 1985 novel arrives on the big screen. Atough i

promises 1o be the most Earth-bound ofthis year's st-athons, it
has possibly the most impressive track record

Zemecks redefined the role of movie specil effects with
the Back 1o the Futurefims and Roger Rabbit. Foster is one of
the finest actors in Hollywood today, and the supporting cast is
breathtaking Looks ik it be 2 rereshing change from the
whizz-bang emplyheaded pyrotechnics of much of ths year's

Hercules - 10 October (US 27 June)

Dirs. Ron Clements and John Musker; voice actors Dany
DeVito and James Woods.

Disney's 35th fulengh cartoon feature (depending on how
you define ull-ength). Helmed by the men who made Aladdin
the biggest eamer of s year. Expect madcap comedy, action
anda ot ofsongs.

The Truman Show - Amumn (US Summer)
Dir Peter Weir cast Jim Carrey, Ed Har

Carrey discovers that his e is really a tv show. Sounds a bit
ke The Twight Zone o me

Titanic - Autumn (US 4 Jy i irished)
Dir. James Cameron; cast Leonardo DiCaprio, Kate Winsiett
Bl Paxton and a cast of 10005

summer movies

Proudly touted as the most expensive fim ever ($200 milfion
they reckon) tis fim has sulfered the same rocky producion
process as Raise the Titanic (of which it was said. It would
have been cheaper to lower the Atiantc.)

Its a love story, and 2 barrekfull of specal effects have
been assembled to make a spectacular siking

Aliens Resurreeted - Chisimas (US Novermber)
Dir. Jean-Pierre Jeunst: cast Sigoumey Weaver, an aben

‘The bitch is back. Despite popular demand. | was really looking
forward to Aliens vs. Predator, but tha idea was squashed fat
when Siggy said she wanted o do anather. Geting alienated
and killed at the end of Alien’ didn' strike her as an obstruction
tothis. With City of Lost Children's Jeunet at the heim, this may
be a lot better than it sounds.

Starship Troopers - Chismas (US 7
November

Dir.Paul Verhoeven; cast no one you ve ever heard o,

Fleeing in panic from some of the above, this fim has been
pushed back fo 2n autumn release. Does this mean that the
Robocop director’s take on Heinlen is a stiker? Are they
redoing bits of 1o make  befter, or is  just a marketing ploy
1o generate a few column inches? Like these ones here. We'l
have fo wait and see

Wer;eﬁm Prize Crossword - Solution and Results

Last issue's crossword ~ ‘Teran's Terror' ~ proved excessively hard, unfortunately
‘There was a a small but very select entry, al of whom declared i to be very dificut. So
much 5o that no one got it all comect - so “Close, but no cigar*for Sue, Stan and Tery
‘Anyone waniing details of how any clues worked after perusing he znswers, please
contact Chvi 2t the edtorial address.
iy | hape you a fnd Jotn Engis's welcome back. Jo) o i ths
issue - see back page - more 10 your king. — Roger Robinson

Chris Terran

magazines
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Visonary Tongue (ko Cocio: A5, 48p: £240inc. pip. chequesto Vionary Tongue) ‘
eonard's Avenve, Stafford, ST17 4T ‘

Emai: 73022. 118compuserve..con
Web: http: / /ourvor ldcompuserve . com/homepages /vtongue |
% Visionary Tongue exists o promote new wrters of “dark fantasy for the millennium’, and was m'mfm wites:

nominated for a Briish Fantasy Award last year. Where it differs from the large number of other

magazines with a similar aim i the extremely high qualty of is edorial consultants, who include

Storm Constantine, Cleo Cordel, Joe Donnelly, Christopher Fowler, Graham Joyce, Brian Stableford,

and Freda Warrington. Al these have substantial input into the magazine, both as readers / ciics /

editors of submissions and by providing articles on aspects of wriing; here Freda Warrington wries
ut the importance of viewpoint. for example.

As in much dark fantasy, sex and death feature strongly, often combined as i Suzanne Barbien's
effective “Weird Sisters”. Suzamne’s the lead singer with the band Indigo Fals. and the story
demonstrates an interest in audence manipulation. Emma Hooper's “Blood and Vioket is a cruel
vampre tae. and along with a number of other stories here shows a disdain for the ordinar. the
mundane, perhaps a lack of sympathy for the itle peaple of the worid, e is aiso 3 feature of much
ark fantasy. and - depending on the writer ~ can appear eiher seductive of repelient. Fortunately the
witers here re al good enough to draw you in despite your occasional distaste. VT's ediorial team
has a wealth of writing experience. and it shows: the tendency to overwrite, so prevalent in the genre,
is hept strictyin check

There's also poetry, and some very effective low-key llustrations, notably Ruby's. The magazine is
clean, rch and elegant, both in cortent and design, and is highly recommended.

time - it broke crossword
design, not the least of which were unsymmetricality and unsalvability - I'm absolutely
delighted to welcome back John English as our regular crossword compler. Regular
readers will need no reminder of his splendid puzzles, and you can sample a selection
of these (along with some new ones) in his book Cruciform Variations, which includes
fully annotated solutions. It costs £2 .50 including P&P (part of the proceeds go to
charty), and you can get it from Beccon Publications, 75 Rosslyn Avenue, Harold
Wood, Essex, RM3 ORG Cheques / POs 1o Beu:m Publications”. — Chris
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ALSO RECEIVED {mention does not preciude a future review):
Inception 11 (Vikki Lee France & Steve Jeffery. AS, 32pp; Eunpriced, SAE for sub detais)
44 White Way. Kidington, Oxon. OX5 2XA

members.aol.com: /peverel/inceptio.htm
Information Service. Storm reports - very jovialy - on her
ent US Inp, vaious dark fantasy reviews, some superb arworkfrom Ruby, Dean O, Stewart Brown
Melarie Wilkams Marton and others, Storm on Tanih Lee, SC news. Notjust of iterestto her fans.
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Monas vica (Jamie Spracilen: A4; £1.20+SAE. cheques to Jamie Spraciden|

58 Seymour Road, Hadieigh, Benfleet, Essex, SS7 2HL

¥ Unseen. “Zine full of haunted poetry, dark art, crazed stories. Storm Constantine, Dr John Dee. and
much more.” ‘

Kimota 5 (G. Hurry: £2.50 inc. P&P, £9 for four, cheques to G. Hurry)

52 Cadiey Causeway, Preston, PR2 3RX

s Unseen. “S, horror and fantasy” from Joel Lane, Peter Tennant. Mark Chadboum. Anthony |
Cawood and others.

— Chris Temran
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Tom: OK Jerry. so you've got a proposal for a new
movie? Let's hear some details.

Jerry: Well Tom, it's kinda like The Untouchables ya
know. The accountant is the hero, only this time
the accountant’s a chick.

‘Tom: Great idea, Jerry. Like the twist. So what's her
name, this accountant chick?

Jerry: Elizabeth
Tom: She have another name?
Jerry: Yeah. | want . . . something dangerous, a bit

threatening, Thought maybe Dillinger?

Tom: Nope. Too obvious. Change it a bit. Dollinger,
Dippinger, Dissinger, Killinger ... Billinger?

Jerry: Yeah, Billinger. | can go for that. | want someone
really glamorous for this part, Jerry. | see
Elizabeth as a stunming redhead. Tall, great
body. I was thinking maybe Sharon Stone, or —

Tom: Hold 1t, hold it. Jerry, ya know we don't have
that kinda budget for you. Red hair we can do,
but you can forget the body; you'll just have to
work with what's available, and | can tell you
now that there ain't much available. Not that
you can afford.

Jerry: Aw Tom, not again' When am | going to get the
chance to work with some real talent? I'm never
gonna make it big if ya hold me back this way.

Tom: Maybe next time, Jerry. Maybe next time.

Jerry:So, Elizabeth works for this organisation no
one’s ever heard of, Bsfa.

Tom: Kinda hard to say. Bssssfa. Think you should
‘work on that one, Jerry.

Jerry:Maybe. Anyway, shes the Treasurer in this
organisation. Been doing it for a few years now,
I guess, four, maybe five. She used to be a
mysterious figure, no one ever met her. Kept
herself to herself, did the business with the
books. | thought we'd show her sitting in an
untidy office, feet up on the desk, only one
lamp. The pool of light on the desk draws
attention to the calculator and the mobile

. phone. You can't sec her face.

Tom: Maybe you should go for Marlow, not Billinger?
We need some background here, Jerry. Tell me
about her life before she joined Bssssfa.

Jerry: Well, she's experienced —

Tom: Experienced, eh . .

Jerry: 1 mean she’s an experienced accountant. Seen
life both sides of the tracks. Worked for a slick
top firm once upon a time and slogged it out for
a few years at a small place in a one-horse town.
She knows her stuff this gal

Tom: And before that? She always counted beans?

Jerry: Nah. Thought she needed to have specialist
knowledge in another area. Ya know, some
kinda scientist, so she can figure out how the
guy did it when evervone else is just scratching
ther heads. Figured on a chemustry degree

Tom: OK, but why an't she a chemust now? How
come she’s pushing pens and cooking books?

Jerry: Well, chenustry’s a bit dull and she’s the kind
that needs an exating dangerous kinda
lifestyle. So she just had to make the move into
accountancy.

Tom: Yeah, makes sense.

Jerry: 1 said she used to be a mysterious figure. Well,
just recently she's gone public. | wasn't sure if
we could work in a reference to Stella
Rimmington here? Maybe not Anyway,

WHO THE

HEILL
DOES

ELIZABETH

BILLINGER
THINK SHE IS?

Well, she loves money. Uh-huh. And
perhaps this exchange, covertly recorded
in a dingy Soho office, will help explain
why she wants to

CARRY ON TREASURING

/
-

Elizabeth, appawnr]v having a good scratch.
Or possibly checking her money-belt.

|
Elizabeth’s been seen. Only in all the right kinda |

places, of course. The sorta gatherings where
lots of Bsfa agents are lurking in the maze of
twisting corndors. All . . . alike? So she contacts
a few of the other agents, tries maybe to recruit
some more, drinks a few beers and buys a few
books — that's because she's trying to blend in
| with the locals, don’t want to be picked out as a
Bsfa Big Wheel, that could be dangerous. There
are a lot of people out there with grudges
against the organisation.
: Hang on. | thought you said no one had ever
heard of Bssssfa?

Jerry: Well, you know what | mean, not many have
heard of it, but those who have . . . well, you
know. It depends on what dropped through
your letterbox one day from Bsfa. And when
you got it. There are people out there who just
know that their time has come, it's their turn to
get a mailing from Bsfa, and they wait and wait
and wait . . . it's all part of the organisation’s
techniques, a message to those they don't trust

Tom: And why is Elizabeth letting people see her face
now? What's changed?

Jerry: Well, she was forced to go on a mission to
Glasgow a couple of years back. Sort of
undercover. Big intenational gathering, too
many people there for her to be noticed. She
kinda got hooked then. Liked the bright lights,
the danger, the camaraderie with other agents
(all the Top Agents were called in for this
Glasgow job). She's done quite a few missions
since then, but she's made the mistake of
showing herself too often, speakmg to the same
people. She’s been recognised ..

Tom: And what's the moider she’s trymg tosolve?

Jerry: This bit's still at the outline stage, Tom, so I'd
‘welcome your input.

Tom: One of the other Bssssfa agents?

Jerry: Hmm. Not the guys at the top. Yeah . .. that's it.
Someone’s bumping off Bsfa agents. There are
lots of agents out there, slecpers like, placed all
over the world, just waiting for their mission to
come along. And suddenly, when they're
needed . . . nothing, no response. Someone is
determined to kill off all the Bsfa members.
There's just a few guys at the top trying to solve
the mystery, but Eizabeth comes along, seduces
the right peaple, sits on barstools and crosses
her legs at the critical moment, you know the
kind of thing,

Tom: | know the kind of thing, but when you see
who's available you may want to rethink that
last bit.

Jerry: Whatever. Maybe she’s a bookish type, finds all
the answers in dusty old tomes. Could be dusty
tombs?

Tom: How about the closing scene? Got any ideas how
you're gonna end this one?

Jerry: Yup. This is a scene I've had in mind from the
beginning. She's solved the mystery of the
disappearing members, and everyone is happy
about that. She goes back to the office.
Everything is dusty and untidy, because she's
been away for a while. There's a knock at the
door. It's a courier with a parcel. She eyes it
cautiously. Listens, but no ticking. She thinks
for a while, but decides to open it. Turns out it's
from another secret organisation, one that wants
to keep quiet about its links with Bsfa: an
organisation referred to only in whispers as
The Tombola'. She rips the rest of the
packaging off the parcel, and it's money. Lots
and lots of money. She picks up handfuls of the
stuff and lets it trickle through her fingers. She
laughs and rubs some of the notes against her
cheek. Then as the camera pulls back she tips
the box full of money on the floor, rips off her
clothes and starts to roll around in the pile of
dough

Tom: Lov it, love it Thatl leave ‘em panting for
more. Got any ideas for a sequel, Jerry

— © Elizabeth BAllmgzr 1997



— Out of Focus —

will be a regular column in Matrix during the malings
when Focus is absent. This way we hope 1o keep al
members up-to-date with competitions. market news,
workshops, and information about Focus sel. I you are a
new member and haven' yet seen a copy of our magazine,
the next one is scheduled to appear in the autumn. Focus is
the BSFA's wrters' magazine. It publishes tories, arcles
and poetry from members and non-members. Thinking of
sending us a plece of your work? Ficion should be of good
quality and up o 5,000 words; poetry o a maximum of 50
lnes. We seek artcles on al aspects of wriing and
publishing, especialy those relating to sf and fantasy, up to
4,000 words. We also seek cover a, lusiratons and flers

— Forum —

Tris fime found, Focus invies you 10 let us know what you
hink about Writers’ Books. What expenence have you had
ofthese? Have you found them heiptu, or a indrance? Have
ou been invalved in producing such a book? If o, can you
fell us of your experences (as Sarah LeFanu does in Focus
312 What do you think are the good parts and the bad parts
of books for witers? Should there be specalst books fo for
f and fantasy wrters? Let us know your thoughts on tis
subject for the forum in 600-800 words. Deadine for next
issue s 30 June 1997

— Focus Cormpetition —

Look at Ruby’s wondertu picture on the back cover of Focus
31, Can't you feel it rawing you into t? Why is the woman at

the window blindtolded? s she a prisoner? Does she suffer |

from an eye condition? What is the woman in the chair
wiiing? Important documents that could save her country
from war? Or a love poem? Is there something magical going
on here?

S0 many questons from one crawing. Focus invtes you to
wite a short story based on what you see in the picture.
Entres should be no longer than 5,000 words n length, be in
nomal manuscript format (. double-spaced on one sice of
the paper only) and your name(s) should appear on your MS,
Deadline for the competition is 30 June 1997.

Prizes of a book token will be awarded to the winer and
umers-up.

— Competitions —

We hope in this section {o bring you details of any witing
competions of which we are aware. If you know of any
up-and-coming compelions please wrie to Julie o Carol
{our addresses appear al the front of this magazine] so
Getails can be made avaiable to a wider audience.

-NESFA Short Story Contest The New Engiand SF
Associaion s running a short (under 7,500 words) story
contest, cosing date 30 November 1997, Entries can be sf or
fantasy, and the compelition is open to anyone who has not
sold a sory 1o a professional publicatin before 15 November
1997, The prize Is a plague. membership of the US con
Boskone, pubication in the Society's joumal, and $50 to
spend on NESFA Press tles (tis incudes such goodies as

out of focus —

ocus Contacts

Carol Ann Green
Flat 3. 141 Princes Avenue, Hull, HUS 3DL
Tel: 01482 494045 |
Email: Metaphordenterprise.net
Julie Venner
42 Walgrave Street, Newland Avenue, Hull,

Us 2LT

Carol Ann Green
—and—
Julie Venner

Dave Langlords Since of the Langford). The judges are
Water Jon Willams, Jane Yolen and an Randal Stock.
Contact: Send SAE for ful rules fo Chris Teran, 9
Beschwood Cout. Back Beechwood Grove, Leeds, West
Yorkshire, LS4 2HS,

+UPC SF Award This amual compefiion is run by the
Universitat Politécnica de Catalunya in Spain, and offers a
first prize of 1,000,000 pesetas (about £4,200 at current
rates) and publication for a work of science ficion in English,
Spanish, Catalan o French between 25,000 and 40,000
Words long. The deadine is 15 September 1997, Enties are
anonymous, and f's essential to get the full rues before
submiting anything.

Contact: Ediici NEXUS, Gran Capita 2-4, 08034 Barcelona,
Spain. Tel (63) 401 6343, Fax: (93) 401 7766,

+Phone Pome A poetry competon wih a diference is
announced by Writers' News. Every entrant wil receive a
mint-condition Scofish €1 banknote commemorating
Alexander Graham Bell the inventor of the telephone ... and
the telephone s the theme for the poem of up to 36 ines. You
might wite about the telephone in detailor simply include
phone call as an important incidental.
Contact: Send £250 for an entry form and ful competion
rules to Writers’ News, PO Box 4, Nair, IV12 4HU.
Unfortunately we on' have a deadine for this so it might
be worth cropping them a line o see f it is worth spending
your £2.50.

Don't forget to enclose an SAE or Internation Reply
Coupon when writing to editors and for competitions.

— Market News —

 Odyssey, editor Jason Lecky,is looking for science fcion,
fantasy, artwork. Payment in cof
Odyssey, 3 Bertly Temace,
Irefand, BT47 1BN

« Peeping Tom, editor Stuart Hughes, is looking for horror
fition. Payment: £2.50 per 1,000 words.

Peeping Tom, 4 Potery Close, Belper, Derbyshire, DES6
OHU

Py
Waterside. Londonderry. N.

+The Third Alternative, editor Andy Cox, is looking for
fietion, non-iction, artwork. Payment £20 flatfee. Reviewed in
Matrix 124, p21

TTA Press, 5 Martins Lane, Witcham, Ely, Cambs., CB6 2LB.

— Writing Workshops —

The Arvon Foundation continues o run residential witing
courses this year, though Fen Farm have decided that after
five years of holding wiing course they recie somewhere
more spacious f they are to continue. There wil therefore be
o courses from thern this year, Arvon n the mearlime are
ofering courses including Ficton Wring' in June, ‘Poetry’ in
July, Staring to wite' in August, ‘Writing Halthour TV
Comedy in September, ‘Screenwriing in October and ‘The
Novel in November - see Mafrx 123 p3 for a review of an
Anvon course. Full detals can be obtained by sending an A
stamped acdressed envelope to: Arvon Foundation, Totleigh
Barton, Sheepwash, Beaworty, Devon, EX21 NS, Tel:
01409 231338, Fax: 01409 23114,

— Carol Ann Green & Julie Venner
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Seymour the Fractal G

BBC Radio 4, Feb-March 1997 11.00pm
Wednesdays, 6x30 mins.

Witten by Gary Parker. Directed by Joe Clegg.
Cast: Greg Proops, John Hegley, Paul Bown,
Robert Bathurst.

Iney

In 1997, it comes as a shock to discover that there
is a corner of Radio 4 that is forever 1978, or
would like to be. 1978, you'll recall, was the year
Radio 4 first unleashed The Hitch-Hiker's Guide to
the Galaxy on an unsuspecting world, in an ob-
scure late-night slot. Nineteen years on, and simi-
larly scheduled, R4 has made a bid to recapture
those glory days with Seymour the Fractal Cat, a
series that looks almost but not entirely like
HHGTTG, crossed with the bastard child of Red
Drwarfand Neuromancer. The major difference, of
course, is that HHGTTG was funny, and Seymour
the Fractal Cat is a long way from being that,

J19)12dg pieaury| usainepy Aq pama)

One wonders which towering genius thought it was
a good idea to regurgitate the old storyline of a
‘hapless computer programmer pitted against the
universe, accompanied only by the girl, the friend, the
computer and the cat, but to make it different by
ensuring that the guy gets the gil, the friend gets his
come-uppance, and the cat thinks it's Zaphod
Beeblebrox crossed with Danny John-Jules. The
computer Omitech, meanwhile,is planning to take
over the world; it's linked to the Internet, which has
now taken on a life of its own thanks to the Chaos
Analysis Transformer, Jeremy Stone’s amazing new
computer program, and has reformatted Seymour's
brain so he can provide help, overlooking the small
problem of opposable thumbs.

The great beauty of The Hitch-Hiker's Guide was that it
was entirely new: there had been nothing like it, and
while it appeared tterly chaotic, once all five episodes
were assembled it had a bizarre but entirely consistent
internal logic. In Seymour, by contrast, chaos has
become part of the plot, with cute jokes about human
minds and more references to butterflys’ wings than
the mind can comfortably accomodate, while the plot
is 5o clumsily bolted together you can see events
coming from a mile off. The sense of inevitability is
palpable. Even so, I couldn't quite believe the moment
when Jeremy met a statue of himself in the Metanet, a
direct reference to the statue of Arthur Dent throwing
the plastic cup.

Seymour lacks that joyous delight in the totally
absurd which made HHGTTG a breath of fresh air in
the radio comedy department. It's an embarrassment
to hear the likes of poet John Hegley (Omnitech) and

stand-up comic and improviser Greg Proops
(Seymour) mouthing stale jokes about neutered
tomeats and the illogicality of the human mind, for all
that their execution of this material is impeccable;
while actors of the quality of Paul Bown and Robert
Bathurst have to hack their way through a plot that
seems to involve too much running around doing.
nothing. The phrase Gary Parker came up with as a
substitute for 'Don't Panic’ was the lacklustre ‘And at
the end is bed’, which curiously proved to be more of
acomfort than might have been initially expected, for
atleast it held the promise of delivery from poor sf
and poor comedy. 1

— © Maureen Kincaid Speller 1997
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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting
of the
British Science Fiction Association Ltd.
Held at the
Brittania Adelphi Hotel, Liverpool
Sat. 29 March 1997, 3pm

The Chairman John D. Rickett informed the meeting
that it was proposed to receive the Treasurer's report
before rather than after the Admunistrator's report.
There being no objections to this the meeting was
formally declared open.

Apologies for absence from Howard Dean and
Caroline Mullan.

1. It was proposed by Tony Cullen that the minutes
of the previous AGM as published in Matrix be
approved. The motion was seconded by Paul Kincaid
and carried unanimously

2 The Treasurer’s report was presented by Elizabeth
Billinger

As members will have seen from Matrix 123 the
results for the year ended 30 September 199 showed
a loss of £545. The retained profits carried forward —
that s, the accumulated profits over the lifetime of the
BSFA ~ now stand at just £556. Comments further to
that are a reiteration of the Treasurer's comments in
Matrix 123, that the tumover for the year to
September 19% is significantly lower than the
turnover for the previous year. This s largely because
the 1995 results were boosted by the activities at
Worldcon (sale of T-shirts, A Very British Genre,
tombola etc.) and by the mflux of new members at
Worldcon which has not really followed through. The
cost of sales - the direct cost of producing the
mailings - fell in 19%. Sadly, that is not principally
due to efficiency savings, but rather because there
were only five mailings in the twelve-month period to
September 199, rather than the six mailings that we
would have hoped to have produced and that were
produced in 1995,

A question was raised by Bridget Wilkinson, who
wished to know the BSFA's annual tumover
Elizabeth responded that the turnover in 199 had
been £10,638 and in 1995 £13,668; that is, there had
been a decrease of approximately £3,000.

To summanise, obviously this level of loss cannot
be sustained and we need to do something about it; |
believe that this is one of the things Maureen would
like to tell you about

The Chairman obtained assurances from the
meeting that the above report had been duly
considered, and was satisfactory.

3. The Administrator's report was presented by
Maureen Kincaid Speller.

Maureen offered her apologies to the meeting since
she had mislaid her notes and would have to present
the report from memory.

As may be recollected from the previous AGM
things were not gomg smoothly last year. For
example, the Administrator was shouldering far too
much of the work, and it was deaded to hold a
committee meeting to exammne the running of the
BSFA. A full meeting was held last summer mn
Folkestone at which a programme of restructuring
was drawn up. The process of reorganisation is still
going on (the Admnistrator 15 happy to report that
she is doing less work than formerly). Some of the

benefits of the restructuring are beginning to show, in
particular with respect to magazine production, now
under the aegis of Steve Jeffery. Steve has done an
excellent job (under the great stran of having to
travel abroad for work) and has put a lot of effort into
examining the cost of production and postage and has
made many helpful suggestions in this area.

What was not appreciated at the time of the
Committee meeting was the level of mefficiency of
The Mailing House (used since 1992 for sending out
the magazines). The problem came to a head when
one mailing was despatched to The Mailing House,
but failed to appear. When contacted it appeared that
the mailing labels had either failed to reach them or
had been mislaid. They had, however, taken no steps
to inform the BSFA of the problem. Paul Billinger
produced another set of labels and delivered it per-
sonally to The Mailing House’s premises in London,
where he found conditions described as ‘Dickensian'’.
We are grateful to our printers, PDC
Copyprint, for recommending Bramley
Mailing Services, who, apart from a slight
hitch to be discussed later, have been
providing an excellent service, with mail-
ings amving only three days after being
delivered to Bramley.

The magazine editors have been doing
a splendid job over the last year. The
editors are Carol Ann Green and Julie
Venner for Focus, Tanya Brown, Andrew
M. Butler, Gary Dalkin and Paul Kincaid
for Vector with production by Tony
Cullen (particular thanks to Tony for
taking this on), and Chris Terran for
Matrix. John Ashbrook, a BSFA member
from Coventry, is now helping Chris with
media information. He has excellent
contacts within the industry and we are
extremely pleased to have him looking at
an area in which we have previously been
rather weak.

Conditions were
described as
‘Dickensian’

Since last Easter Paul Billinger has taken on the
role of Membership Secretary, utiising a database
written for us by Dave Langford and into which Dave
had transferred the membership information. Paul has
been working through this information and can
confirm that there are now just under 800 members,
‘which came as something of a shock to the Committee
who had previously been led to believe that the total
membership was closer to 1,000. Paul has been doing
much work to trace unpaid subscriptions and people
paying out-of-date amounts under standing orders. It
is pleasing to note that many people seem to
appreciate the BSFA sufficiently to not only renew, but
also to pay older outstanding amounts. Paul is now in
charge of producing the mailing labels and is the one
who applies a pink highlighter to those labels with a
“subs due’ message. We do intend to start backing up
the mailing label messages with reminders about
subscriptions falling due, and Paul will be dealing
with this.

Bramley Mailing Services has been most helpful
and efficient, but we still have been unable to find out
what happened to the missing labels for the last
mailing. It is unclear at what point the labels went
adrift. Whether it was the Post Office or Bramley,
however, we were able to respond promptly to the
problem, mailing the membership to identify those
people who had not received a mailing. We are
grateful to the surprisingly high number of members
who took the trouble to inform us that they had
received their mailing. We shall be sticking with
Bramley for the time being, but if any other problems
should occur we have already spoken to to another
mailing service to whom we can transfer if necessary.

It was considered last year that the BSFA Awards
should be revamped and Kevin McVeigh agreed to
take the project on. This has not been very successful
because Kevin became ill during the summer and
subsequently tendered his resignation which has been

Chairman John D. Rickett addresses the masses, flanked by
Treasurer Elizabeth Billinger and Maureen Kincaid Speller

accepted with regret. The Committee has, however,
discussed the matter and appointed Chris Hill as the
new Awards Administrator. Chris will be pleased to
hear from anyone with ideas or suggestions on the
Awards and their administration. We are delighted to
have Chris on board and hope that with his
emthusiasm and commitment we will be able to put
the BSFA Awards right in the public eye, where they
belong, The 1995 Awards were delayed, but were duly
presented at a ceremony in London. Two of the three
winners were there to receive their awards, which had
been lovingly crafted by Maureen and Paul Kincaid.
A picture of Brian Stableford proudly clutching his
award can be found in SFX magazine. The 1996
Awards will be presented here at Eastercon. Following
on from the 1995 awards designed by Maureen and
Paul (geological specimens mounted on wooden
blocks) the 199 awards have been specially designed
by Colin Odell and Mitch Le Blanc, two more
members from Coventry. We are grateful to Colin and
Mitch for their efforts.

We made a loss in 19% and we need to do
something about it. One area of last year's
restructuning which has not been fully attended to is
that of publicity and promotions. It is intended that a
meeting will take place between Maureen, Mark
Plummer and Claire Brialey, who form the nexus of
our publicity and team together with Paul
Kincaid, who will be offering advice in his capacity as
an advertising copywriter. The plan is to institute a
membership drive which will result in a steady flow of
new members, not the sort of sudden large influx
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which has caused problems in the past. The idea will
be to introduce a steady and consistent programme of
putting the BSFA's name in front of as many sf fans as
we can. This will be in part paid advertising, but as
much as anything will be in the form of frec mentions
in places such as SFX, generating as much news inter-
est as we can. We also need revenue and plan a very
thorough drive to sell advertising to publishers and
other people who may be interested in advertising in
BSFA publications. We shall be instituting a policy of
mailing all publishers with a full mailing (rather than
voucher copies) and will be including a letter and
details of advertising rates

So far Paul Kincaid's book A Very British Genre has
been mainly promoted within the BSFA but a signif-
icant number were printed, and it would appear that
those members who require a copy have now request-
ed one. We shall now be instituting a drive to bring it
to the attention of interested parties; for example, we

The meeting expressed its appreciation of the Ad-
ministrator's report by applause, and indicated to the
Chairman that it had considered and accepted it.

4. Council members retiring by rotation were M. J.
Edwards, D. R. Langford, A. Sawyer and M. K. S.
Speller, who had all expressed their willingness to
stand for re-election.

M. J. Edwards’s re-election was proposed by Paul
Kincaid and seconded by Paul Hood. The motion
was carried with one abstention,

D. R. Langford's re-election was proposed by
Colin Harris and seconded by Mike Ford. The
‘motion was carried with one abstention.

A. Sawyer's re-clection was proposed by Chris
Terran and seconded by Bridget Wilkinson. The vote
Was unanimous

M. K. S. Speller's re-clection was proposed by
Terry Hunt and seconded by Paul Allwood. The
motion was carried with one abstention.

. and the enthralled masses engaging in the cut and thrust of debate

have discovered that it has been identified amongst
librarians as a very useful reading guide and we shall
be taking advice on promoting it within this market
Amdy Sawyer has been interested in using VBG
within the SF Foundation and there is a new MA
course being launched at Reading which may well
providea further academic market.

It is unwise to make a lot of elaborate promises
about what the BSFA is going to do since unfulfilled
promises would be extremely embarrassing all round.
What we shall be doing is a great deal of careful plan-
ning, and the membership will be kept informed
through Matrix. A series of fund-raising measures are
envisaged, which will be introduced one by one. As
usual we are fund-raising at Eastercon with the
infamous tombola, which despite ts tacky appearance
is much-loved, and is still a successful means of
raising funds.

A thorough survey of BSFA members has been
undertaken, the response to which has been
astonishing: 225 compared with the direct mailing
expectations of about 5%. We are very grateful to
members for this response. Claire Brialey is analysing
the data, and this information will be utilised as part
of the advertising drive. It is intended to survey the
membership regularly, though not always on such an
extensive basis. We expect to gain immense help from
the survey information.

Tanya Brown has now been appointed to take
charge of a BSFA Web site. This will be carefully
planned, and some discussion in Matrix is expected. It
s anticipated that the site will be available by the late
summer.

5. A Special Resolution was introduced by Elizabeth
Billinger as being a change necessary to bring the
BSFA's Articles of Association into line with current
company law, which no longer requires an audit of
companies with a tunover below £90,000. The
amendment to the company's Articles was proposed
by Elizabeth Billinger, seconded by Mark Plummer
and carried with one abstention.

6. Under Any Other Business Bridget Wilkinson as
chair of the European Science Fiction Society
proposed a formal link between her organisation and
the BSFA. This was discussed by the meeting which
received the idea favourably and confirmed it would
notadd to BSFA costs. It was proposed by Mike Ford
that the issue be remitted to the committee with a
mandate to act as they see fit. This was seconded by
Moira Shearman and carried unanimously.

The fortieth anniversary of the BSFA was
discussed and celebrations mooted.

A vote of thanks to the Committee was proposed
by Moira Shearman, seconded by Penny Hill and
carried with nine abstentions.

The Chairman thanked ~the
Administrator and the Treasurer.

A vote of thanks was proposed by Maureen
Kincaid Speller to John D. Rickett for acting as
Chairman, to which the meefing responded with
warm applause.

The meeting was formally closed by the Chairman.

meeting,  the

Thanks to: Elizabeth Billinger, Paul Billinger (memo
machine maestro), and John D. Rickett (fr chairing the
meeting so splendidly)

~media —
tumon. ..

... tun off!
cardinal cox & suzie kuba

report o the sf panel at the to industry's annual trade
show in The Business Design Centre, Thursday 13 March
1997

HE TELEVISION SHOW is an annual trade show for the

various companies supporting the tv industry.

Amongst the various seminars and workshops,

late Thursday afternoon saw a panel on sf. The

Chair of the panel was Carl Franklin, editor of
Broadcast magazine (one of the industry's trade
papers) and self-confessed Star Trek fan, Also on the
panel were Susan Deeks, the editor of BBC2 for BBC
Acquisitions (and to whom Carl was etemally grateful
for ensuring the present run of Next Gemeration
repeats) and Richard Pembroke, head of programming
at the Sci-Fi Channel.

First up Richard showed a Sci-Fi Channel video
entitled “Why Sci-Fi" which emphasised the global
cultural nature of sf and its range of media
incamations.

The discussion that followed attempted to look at
why there is so much sf on television at the moment.
The general consensus was that the good ratings The
X-Files pick up meant that more sf was produced. Sue
said that The X-Files got its ratings because she thought
it was good drama, glossy, and well acted with good
scripts. She continued that the success of the show also
generated a lot of bad sf programmes which she saw
in the international media markets. For every single
series she picked up, another twenty were rejected.

The panel revealed that The X-Files and much of the
current crop of tv sf was the result of a brainstorming
session held by Murdoch's Fox / Sky News
International group. This was an attempt to nail down
what s popular. Their answer was sf: had it been
Westerns, recent tv and cinema would have been very
different.

While Carl thought that the Next Generation was the
second-best tv series ever (after MASH), he had a low
opinion of Bugs and Crime Traveller. This he put down

artially to an over-familiarity with the scenery.
Richard felt that special effects alone do not make a
series. He likened it to watching an hour of Nintendo
b4. He said it was the stories that pulled in audiences.
The X-Files attracts an audience that might find true sf
a tum-off.

Carl finished by asking the others what they would
be looking to buy for two or three years' time. Sue
Deeks said the Beeb would probably be looking for a
nice family sf show, away from the dark gritty style of
The X-Files and filling the slot that will be vacated in
mid-evening when Superman ends. Richard was also
expecting to be looking away from the conquest of
space as spaceships, he said, were off-putting for some
people.

An interesting hour, learning what the people who
put sf on tv think of the genre, and a shame that the
advertised fourth panellist, Jeremy Boulton, head of
acquisitions for Sky One, was ill and unable to attend.

— © Cardinal Cox and Suzie Kuba 1997
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BSFA London Meetings

| The BSFA's reguiar London meefings are heid on the fourth
Wednesday of every month (except December), in the
| upstairs room of the Jubiee Tavem on York Road. London
SE1. between Waterioo and Westminster Bridges. Nearest
stations Waterioo (mainine or Underground) or Westminster
(Underground). Things start at about 7.00pm: f you get there
early and the upstairs room is closed we'l be in the main bar
and, if in doubt, the landlord il be able to point us out to
| you, Meatngear opento al

@ Paul Hood on 01621 816440 for further nformation

| 28 May 97 (cancelled); 24 Jun 97 (quest Diana Wynne
| Jones): 23 Jul 87: 27 Aug 97 24 Sep 97: 22 Oct 97: 26 Nov
|97

| London Circle Meetings

| The move to the Jubies Tave (see above) now seems fo
| be permanent ‘London Circle' meetings are held on the first
| Thursday in each monih. and usually start about Spm. No
speoal events but very popuar and crowded

 Just tun up!

5.Jun 97, 3 Jul 97, 7 Aug 97; 4 Sep §7. 2 0ct 97: 6 Nov 97; |
4Decd7.

Birmingham — The Brum SF Group meets on the second

Friday of the month at a pub n Birmingham contact them for

details. Membership is £15 per year, which includes a

monthly newsletter

1 Martin Tudor, 24 Ravensbourne Grove. off Clarkes Lane

Willenhall, West Midiands, WW13 THX.

# bsfgebartas.denon.co.uk

Cambridge — Cambridge SF Group meets on the second

Monday of the month in The Wrestlers. New Market Road. |

Cambridge

Cardiff — Cardit SF Group meets on the fist Tuesday of

the month at 7.30pm in The Golden Cross. 283 Hayes

8rdge Road. Car

Colchester — Coichester SF / Horror | F: Group

meets on the third Saturday of each month at 12:30pm in

‘The Piayhouse pubin St. John's Street

mumummzssmns

Hull — The Hull SF Group meets on the second and fourth

| Jodat of Bo . o 101000 4 V5 Al H

| Bell, Market Piace, Hull

| @lan & Julie on 01482 447953 or Dave & Estelle on ‘
01482 444291

Leicester — Leicester SF Group meets on the first Friday

of the month; venue varies

© Tim Groome on 0116 279 2280

& rbeandglobalnet .co. uk

Manchester — FONT meets in Wetherspoon's pub (on

the corner of Piccadilly Gardens, near the BR station) on the

second and fourth Thursdays in the month, 8pm onwards.

@ Mike Don on 0161 226 2380

Peterborough — The Peterborough SF Club rree!s on

the first Wednesday of the month at the Bluebel

| Dogstharpe. and on the thra Wednesday of the month m S

bar of the Great Norther Hotel. opposte the BR staton

)SAE to 58 Pennington. Orton Goidhay. Peterborough.

PEZ5RE

4 Jun 97 (guest Simon Ings). 2 Jul 97. 6 Aug 37- 3 Sep 97

Reading — Reading SF Group meets weekly on Mondays

219.00pm in The Sun. Castle Sreet. Reading

To 2 Jun 1997: Star Trek Exhibition

Gas Hal, Chambertain Square. Birmingham: 10am-Spm daily.
admission £3 95 adults. £3 00 chidren / concessions

@ 0121 235 1966 or 0121 236 5622

23-26 May 1997: Year of the Wombat

Humour convention at the Bestwood Lodge Hotel, Notingham,
themed on hangovers. Now full.

© Year of the Wombat, 22 The Ciy, Beeston, Notiingham.
NGS 26D

24-26 May 1997: Fantasticon UK

General convention at the Harrogate Intemational Conference
Centre. Guests include Harry Harrison, David Gemmell, Lisa
Tuttle, Ramsey Campbell, Jack Cohen and Rog Peyton.
Events include tems on cult radio sf and a comprehensive
video programme. Enquire for curent rates.

©SAE o Fantasticon UK, 38 Planetree Ave. Fenham,
Newcastie-upon-Tyne. NE4 9TH

# mir9Sgaber.ac.uk

28 May 1997: Arthur C. Clarke Award
Science Invitation only.

4-6 Jul 1997: Nexus 97

Meda convention a the Forte Posthouse Hotel, Bristol Guests
are Jennifer Hetrick (Trek, X-Fies). Jason Carter (Babylon
5. Richard Amold (Trek consulart), John Freeman (Ttan
magazines). £42 membership, £15 supporting. instaiment
scheme available. Non-prof. fan-run
= Nexus 97. 26 Miner Road, Horfeld, Brstol. BS7 9PQ
nexus@nexcon, denon. co,
5-6 Jul 1997: MancheXter '97
Unoficial  X-Files convention at the Piccadily ~Hotel,
Manchester. Guests tba. Hegmraum £30, £23 u

for groups, famile

= MancheXter 97, PO Box ss mm; M147GE

# comentionexfiles.o

* http: //www.xfiles. c'g W/xtiles/con)
11-14 Jul 1997: The Alliance

Magr Babyn 5 con at he Nortreck Caste el Backpoo
includes J. Reg.

£70.
= The Aliance. 141 Warden Road, Canvey Isiand, Essex, SS8
9BE

18-20 Jul 1997: Convocation

The 16th Unicon combined with the British rile-playing game
convention. Venue is New Hall in Cambridge and the guests
are Stephen Brust, Andrew Rilstone, James Wallis. Reg.
£20

+1 Convocation 19 Uphall Road, Cambridge. CB1 3HX

25-27 Jul 1997: Voyage 97

The second Voyage to the Bottom of the Sea convention, held
at the Novotel, Arundel Gate, Sheffield. Reg. £30 att to 31 Jul,
thence £35; one-day £15/£17.50.

13 Voyage 97. 15 Fullers Coun, Exeter, Devon, EX2 402

25-27 Jul 1997: Ratze-Con

YMCA Communty Centre. Ratzeburg, Gemany. Guests
include Brian Stableford. Reg. £14. Acc. £40 for wo nights full
boardin 4-bed rooms. Tents / campsites avaiable.

= Eckhard D. Marwiz, Posttach 1524, D-22305 Ahrensburg

any

@ ++43 4531 861 06

% EDMarw: tz@compuserve.com

# http://ourworld. compuserve. con/honepages/EDM
arvitz

26-27 Jul 1997: Oakleaf Circle Camp

“The Pagan Event of the Year" at Bridington: live music, talks,
workshops, magic. ghosts, Morris dancing. Mummers, musical
insirument making. and 2 Wicker Man. Open . so you'l need

| atent Reg £1250 aduits. £2.50 under 14s

1= Qakleat Circle. PO Box 513, Bamber Bridge. Preston, PRS

8z
@ 01772 439003

15-17 Aug 1997: Quartercon

Bergen, Noway. Guests Katherine Kerr, ingar Knudisen
Reg NOK 20010 23 Jun. thence NOK 250

= Quartercon, c/o Bior Tore Sund, Lebergsveien 100 A, 5032
Minde, Norway

1b.no

# bjorntseii

*http 1.uib. no/~bjornts/quartercon/

3—55ep159 : LoneStarCon

The 55th Worid st convention in San Antonio, Texas. Guests
inciude Algi Michael Moorcock.

PO Box 27277, Austin, TX 78755-2277, USA

# Lsc2g10.con

* http://www. 10.con/~15c2/

UK agent: Mike Moir, 27 Hampton Road. Worcester Park.
Surrey, KT4 8EU

5-7 Sep 1997: Festival of Fantastic Films

Three days of spifing skity ficks at Sachas Hotel in
Manchester. Regisiration s £45 (€55 from 1 Apri).

=5 South Mesnesfield Road, Salford, Manchester, M7 30P

26-28 Sep 1997: Masque 5

Costuming con at the Sheringham Youth Hostel, Sheringham,
Norfolk. Reg. £2510 31 Jul, thence £30. Hoslel accommodation
£25 pppn full board

35 Iveriey Road, Halesowen, West Mdznds, B63 3EP

# NasqueSeraspant . cospulink. co.uk

Z72!Sep1997 Hypotheticon ‘57
Natonal ", Central Hotel,

Giasgo« GueasAanly Brian Waugh. Reg. £15 at. £5
sup. io 1 Jun)

3 Hypotheticon ‘97, Flat 31, 38 Scotstoun Steet, Glasgow,
G140UN

* http: //veb. ukonl ine. co.uk/hypotheticon/

23 Oct-2 Nov 1997: Coachcon

Coach tip starting in London, via Portmedron, to Euro-Octocon
in Ireland, and back fo London for the World Fantasy
Convertion

3 SAE or 24IRCs to 64 Richborne Terace, London, SW8 1AX

24-27 Oct 1997: Euro-Octocon '97

. i

‘door). Accommodation must be booked wel in advance.
© Euro-Octocon '97, PO Box 5130, Dublin 4, Ireland
% rdeirelands-veb. ie

# http://arrogant.ltc. ici.1e/OctoCon. htal

31 Oct-2 Nov 1997: World Fantasy Convention
Theme is Dracuia, 100 years old. Venue is the Brttania Inter-
national Hotel in London's vast guest list
includes lain Sinclair, Joan Alhn, Bob Eggleton wih Rob
Holdstock as MC. Reg. £100 att, £30 sup.

PO Box 31, Whitby, North vm Y022 4YL

14-16 Nov 1997: Novacon 27

The 1997 Novacon moves out of Birmingham to the de Vere
Abbey Hotel in Great Malvern. Guest s Peter F. Hamilton and
regisration s £30 unti 30 S

114 Park Street, Lye, Stourbridge, West Midands, DY9 8SS
14-16 Nov 1997: Cozy Con 2
Relaxacon at the Atlanta Hotel, The Hague. Reg. £18 att, £9
sup. Hotel £20 pppn shared.

= Annematie van Ewyck, Obrechtsiraat 4, 2517 VT Den Haag,
Netherdands

unwaged.
14 Gieneagle Avenue, Mannamead, Plymouth, Devon, PL3
SHL

® 01752 267873 0r 01752 673295

13-14 Dec 1997: Babylon 5 Academic Conference
Presented in association With the SF Foundation at University
College of Ripon & York St John in York Cost inclusive of
accommodation is £75, or non-residential with meals £48. Both
include the conference dinner

@ Farah Mendeschn, Faculty of Humaniies,

Colege of Ripon & York St John, Lord Mayor's Walk. York,
YOI 7EX

# falgyork.ac.uk

6-8 Feb 1998: Decadence

The tenth Briish Fik (sf music) convenion at the Forte
Posthouse Hotel, Gatwick. Reg. £24at., £10 sup.

= Top Flat 11 Fvesham Road, Chehenham,
decadencegz9n9z. deson. co. uk

GLS2 2aa
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13-16 Mar 1998: Corflu

Tan Sorensen bings Corflu - the fanzine fans’ convertion - to
the UK for the first time. Location is the Grifin Hoel in Leeds
Reg. £25 att, £5 sup, rooms £25 pppn doubletwin, £40 pppn
singl.

= %n Sorensen, 7 Woodside Walk, Hamiton, ML3 7HY

# iangsoren.denon. co. uk

27-29 Mar 1998: Deliverance

Blake's Seven con at the Royal Moat House, Notiingham, Reg
£45 at, rising 1 June.

@ Deliverance, 18 Bury Ave., Newport Pagnell, Bucks.. MK16
0ED

10-14 April 1998: Intuition

The 1998 Eastercon af the Picadily Javis Hotel in
Manchester. Guests Connie Wills,lan McDonald and Martin
Tudor. Reg. £30 att. €15 sup.

@ nton, 1 Waverley Way, Carshalion Beeches, Surrey,
SM53LQ

# INTUITIONgsmof . denon. co. uk

#http://waw. ast. can. ac. uk/~ach/intuition/intu
1t10n_andex.htnl

22-25 May 1998: Lazlar Lyricon Il

Hitch Hiker's Guide con run by the 229 fan club celebrating the
20t anniversary of the seres; venue Scotch Comer Hotel,
Dalington. Reg. £30, guests Kevin Davis, Dirk Maggs.

167 South Park Gardens, Berkhamsled, Hertordshire, HP4
1HZ

3-5 Jul 1998: Intercontact '98

University of Oslo, Norway. Guests Gwyneth Jones, Pat
Cadigan, Johannes Berg. Reg. £15 att, £5 sup.

1 Intercontact ‘98, PO Box 121 Blindern, 0313 Oslo, Norway
# elfgorigo.no

10-12 Jul 1998: Infinity

Angel Hotel, Cardif Guests inciude Colin Baker, Ed Bishop,
Dave Prowse, Jack Cohen, Lionel Fanthorpe, Andy
Sawyer. Reg. €40

= nfinity, Swn y Nant, 12 Stuart Street, Treherbert CF42 5PR
# infinityscificonghotnail.con

# http://wew.cf .ac.uk/ccin/main/ents/sffc/infi
nity.htal

5-9 Aug 1998: Bucconeer

The 56h Woridcon at Baltimore, Maryland. Guests C. J.
Cherryh, Miton A. Rothman, Stanley Schmidt, Michael
Whelan. Reg. £80 att (lus various complications if you voted
or pre-supported).

K Agent:

2 Jonn Daliman, o EDS Unigraphics, Parker's House, 46
Regent Sreet, Cambridge, CB2 1DB

© 01223570179

# jgdecix. conpulink, co.uk

General info:
# baltanored8eaccess. digex. net

# http:/ /ww. access. d1gex. net/~bal t98

21-24 Aug 1998: The Wrap Party

Celeorate the conclusion of Babylon 5 at the Radisson
Edwardian Hotel, Heathrow, London. Confirmed guesls are J.
Michael Straczynski. Harlan Ellison, Jack Cohen, John
Ridgeway. Bryan Talbot, Adam ‘Mojo" Lebowitz, John
Matthews. Reg. €65 (instaimen scheme availabl), under 175
half prce, under 12 free. Room rates: £40pppn tiple,
£42pppn double or twin, E47pppn single.

=1 The Wrap Party, PO Box 505, Reading, RG1 70Z

# TheHrapparty@bi Lpin. co.uk

# http: //www. bilpin. co. uk/TherapParty

18-21 Sep 1998: Discworld Convention Il

The second convention devoted to all things Pratchettian takes
place at the Adelphi Hotel in Liverpool, with guests including
one-guess, Stephen Briggs and Dave Langford.

= PO Box 3086, Colchester, Essex, CO28TY

25-28 Sep 1998: Albacon '98
Central Hotel Glasgow. Reg. £25 at, £15 sup. Guesls tba
Albacon ‘98, F172, 10 Atlas Road, Glasgow, G21 4TE

2-5 Apr 1999: Reconvene

The last Eastercon of the twenieth century at the Adelphi
Halel, Liverpool. Guests Jeff Noon, Peter S. Beagle, John
Clute. Reg. £25 aft. £1250 sup., discounts for unwaged.

3 West Shrubbery, Redand, Bristol, BS6 65

2-6 Sep 1999: Aussiecon 3

The Worldcon goes down under to Melbourne. Guests George
Turner, Greg Benford, Bruce Gillespie. Reg. £90 (with

complicated variaions - ask ‘em)
K Agent: Martin Hoare, 45 Tilehurst Road, Reading, RG1

m
# martinhoaregeix.co.uk

27 Dec 1998-2 Jan 2000: Millennium

See in the new millennium (a year early ff you'e a pedant) at
this con, to be held somewhere in northem Europe, probably
the UK or a BeNeLux country. £4.00 per year, to be deducted
from the eventual membership cost

© Milennium, clo Malcoim Reid, 186 Casewick Rd, West
Norwood, London, SE27 02

29 Dec 2000-1 Jan 2001: Hogmanaycon
Central Hotel, Glasgow. Reg. £20.01 att, £2.01 sup. (har har).
26 Avonbank Road, Rutherglen, Glasgow, G73 2PA

BIDS BIDS BIDS BIDS BIDS

2000: Worldcon

Chicago Prestupporting $10.

= PO Box 642057, Chicago, linois 60664, USA

# http: //Lacon3. worldcon.org/www/Bids/bids . htn
1

2001: Worldcon

Boston Presupporiing $8.

3P0 Box 1010, Framingham, MA 01701-0205, USA

# http://world. std.con/~sbarsky/b2001  htal
Philadelphia Presupporting

3 Suite 2001, 402 Huntingdon Pike, Rockledge, PA 19046
#2001¢cyber. con

2003: Worldcon

UK (Seotland?) Tentative at present

&I KIM Campbell, 69 Lincoln St., Leeman Rd., York, YO2 4YP.
# kimcgdircon. co. uk

Toronto Presupporting €9.

= Dave Langford, 94 London Road, Reading, RG1 5AU
Cancin, Mexico Presupporting £5/57.

= KIM Campbell 63 Lincoln St., Leeman Rd., York, YO2 4YP
 or PO Box 905, Euless, TX 26039-0305, USA

Barcon (Berlin) No further details

smalls —
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DAWCER FOR THE WORLD'S DEATH,an Rt
n

signed
Conatatting wihcoaa by Dave Moor
berfrom Incepton a £350 ic. pp. Cheaues payati fo

o S P, 75 Rossin Avnie, Horsd
Woad, Esser, RM3 ORG.

S unnxs ' ummuss FOR SALE The Science
Ficion Foundation Collecton has a large. numbar of

ve Octo-

science fcion  Tantasy books

Advertisements and announcements are FREE to BSFA members.
Send your ad to the editorial address.

WANTED
BOOKS NEEDED FOR A LOVING HOME: Tre Piayer
of Games by lain M. Banks, Orbt paperback with Jin
cover pleasel Joh_ Crowel /Egypt. Gardner
Dozois ed. The Year's Best SF Eighin Annual Colecton
in the US ecifon. aiso Anown as Best New SF Five
Brtain, either ecton wil do. Kim Starley Fobinsan The.
Gold Coast and The Wil Shore. Paul Park Sugar Rain
heryh Chanur's Venture and Chanurs
Homecorming n the Mehtuen paperbach edions o the
late 80s, 10 join the ones fve gol. These are all for
reading, despie my stipualions, S0 cheapoess s
apprecated (condiion s o a condito). Conlact Syd
Foster on 01752 206729, Thanks gang!
WANTED:  copy in any condilon of The Rabble
Fousers by Enc Frank Russell. Contact: John Olls, 51
Boimont Road, Luon LUT 1LL
‘MINSTER CLASSICS' WANTED - not for me, for a
rind, honest quv. Markel ate is around a qud, wil pay
up 1o E2 dependent on condition or wil swap for dupi-
cates. Tiles warted incude; Aesop’s Fabies, Gullver's

Tum of the Scrow / Daisy Milr, P ad e P
Wind i the Wilows, Wotering Heigh

Andy Buler Fal 3, 28 Lous Strel Tt s 0 7o
01482 22916¢

BOOKS REQUIRED - Ace Doubles, Banks, Coney,
Delary, Niven. Saberhagen, Stableord, Stering. New
Wiiings seres. and many more. Send SAE for warts Ist
o 12 Winston Way. Farcel, Cambs. PE
38U, Tek: 01733 241836

'BOOKS WANTED: Original Ace paperback edions of

the following books by Megan Lindholm: Harpy's Fight.
The Windsingers: The Limbreth Gate. and Wizard of he
Pigeons

Any copies In any conditon of The Unicom Treasury
edied by Buuce Cobvile, publshed by Doubleday in
1988, and Stateges of Fantasy by Bran Atebery
published by Inciana Universy Press i 1952

Please contact ichael Braithwaite. 27 Marsh Drve.
Wes! Hendon London, WS 7GE or phone 0181 202

018,
FOR SALE

PRODUCE A MAGAZINE LIKE YOU'RE HOLDING. For

meg hard

ive, 14 inch colous morior, Camnon | Computer
Concepls LBP4 Lte Laser Priner.Plus al the top DTP
Software - Impression I, 151 Word Plus, Acom DTP. Al
manuas, discs etc. Immaculae. Arival of new bat
inlo the famiy forces rsluctant sale. £500 ONO. Cost
00 new. Cotact Howard Watts on Brighion 01273
689055, Buyer cobects.
ABOUT 230 FANTASY & SF MAGAZINES FOR SALE:
FISF Gy, I Mo of oo
Amazing, Futre, SF Adenturs,
5 oo, Famov, P WS Mainy rom the
605 wih some 70s and a few late 505, For st contact
Tom A. Jones, 92 Manor Road, Keynsham. Bristo,
BS18 1RF, or mall TAJONESRLEE
COLLECTION CLEARANCE. | hawe lsis for
Papertacks, Hardcovers, Aerospace. and Magazi
Including sets and runs and ASF  Analog for 1934 lo
1995, Send SAE for fts, please say which. Contact
Terry Jeeves, 56 Aed Scar Drive, Scarborough. N.
Yorks . Y012 50

4 e e A e W ok o)
W aiso have st ot
Norsro Pt S b o Swnd,Boig o
‘Shadow: plus a few copies of the riginal Wraethhu
ks, Please send SAE fo detals | bookist. Conlact
Incepion, Steve Jeftry & Vi Lee France, 44 Whie
Way, Kidington, Oxon, OX5 2XA
HARM'S WAY by Colin Greeniand ~ “Whal f Charies
Dickens had witen 3 space opera?” (Locus] - lage
roach. e one withe prely cove, £350. Ao the
w0 nked arasy paperbacks. The Hour of e Thin O
and Other Voces greal covers by Roger Dean and lan
Mier, €150 oach. Poces inchude. postage._Colin
Greeniand, 6 Stuon Sieet, Canbrige, OB 20
THE WAY TO WAITE SCENCE FTION by o
Stablford. Signed pb copies avaiable al £5. Also
sl T Erphe of Fur £10 e
Clomat pb: Sexual Chemisty: Sardonc Taies of the
oot ot 8 b T dioad iy, €0
boved sl (imied 10 500 co Al pices
oo v T Bian S, 113 1 Pt
Road, Reading AGS 1PG
COLLECTION FOR SALE New review copies o SF and
Fantasy fiction and related nonicion (crcsm, books
about fim / TV, author studes etc.), pos my personal
colecton ol fitn, relaed _noniton,  American
gazines abou lanastc ferature. Hardcovers and
perbacks, most i excellent condiion. Some
colleciables A very reasonaby priced from £1 up. US
§1 bings compet st
Please conlact Neil Barron, 1149 Lime Place, Vista, CA
520837428, USA
‘CRUCIFORM VARIATIONS, a colcton of 12 science:
fidional _cryplccrosswards (incking_annolated
solutons) by John English s now avaiabl! Price £2.00

in pices, Proceeds 1 the SFF.

Cortact Andy Sawyer on 0151 794 2696 / 2733 or emai

asavyereliverpool..ac.uk fo futher detals
Misc

HELP FILL THIS COLUMN! Been looking fo a book for
ind 17 Gol a fant

reach every BSFA member! Send your ad o the edtoral
oess.

‘CAMBRIDGE MEETINGS: I you ive i the Cambiidge

be inerested in geting together for
regular Sunday meetings, John Oram would ke 1o hear
from you Cortact. John Oram, 3 Oatlands Avenue, Bar
Hil, Cambs. CB3 8EQ or phane 01954 781797 after

&
SOME LOVELY MAN seri me - thats Sy Reed - a
copy of Emna Bul's War for the Oaks 2 couple of
months ago in resporse to my ad here and | LOST HIS.
NAME AND ADDRESS. Il you are he, please wrie or
g 30 | can pay you what | owe and ol expire of
morifiatin.
Plase cortact Jilly Reed at Hil House, Moas Tye
.mm wuz(x Tel (01449) 612272,

ON THE SCORIAC TEMPESTS AND
REELING BULLIONS OF ELL & comray e o
M_P. Stiets Shapes in he Fie, by Brian Siableford, in
e lalest_Redondan Newsietsr Free from Mark
Valentine, 23 Souhfeld Terrace, Addingham, ey, W.
Yorks, 1523 0PA
INFORMATION SOUGHT. Ater nearly foty years of
involvementn 1. | was infigue 0 have my fst trace of
the 30' wier Robert J. Hogan, described as a hero of
the puls, in the laest Encyciopedia of SF. | woud be.

am— ]I




Roger
Robinson’s

rackers

Aleph

votes on the news

ig Butt

COMPETITION 125: “ALPHABETTI SPAGHETTI”

While playing with my alphabet soup one day I noticed that I could spell out the first and last names of
several authors, and that the lengths of their names gradually increased. Also to my amazement there
were three Hugo winners, three women, three bom before World War I, three British residents, and three
whose sumames started and ended with the same letter. (Yes, | know that makes fifteen clues, but there
are only ten authors)

Can you find the authors if I tell you that the 115 letters in the rather large bowl of soup were:
8A,3B,5C,3D,13E4F,1G,5H,51,2],2K,6L,3M,13N,120,14R,45,6 T,2U,1V,and 3.

RESULTS OF COMPETITION 124: “AUSTRIAN ARMIES”

You may recall that | asked you to give the plot synopsis of a well-known sf or fantasy book in a verse of
six or more lines in which each line’s words started with a different letter. Well, the Muse obviously was
away at Eastercon because there was only one entry - but it was so good that I decided to award the £5
book-token prize anyway

Karen McCreedy, a leading light in the James Mason
Appreaation Society, offered the following summary of
Veme's 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea

Please send all competition and

crossword entries, together with any

ondence, to
Roger Robinson

75 Rosslyn Avenue

Aronay, acting advisor and adept
Spied submarine sinking ships,
Falling from fo'c’sle, found fantastic fellow

Named Nemo - nautical nemesis Harold Wood, Essex

Nuclear “Nautilus”, nettling Navy, RM30RG

Took tilts toward topside tub, Or enuail: beccon@dial . pipex.com
Crait's course cunningly charted covertly by Eriday 20 June 1997

Squalls, squid, shot skipper, sunk sub!

Worlds Without Number

A Perimetric Jigsaw
by John English

Tne grid for tis puzzle is deliberately
unnumbered Solve the clues and insert the
solutionsjigsaw-ashion into the diagram;
there is only one possible arrangement for
the solutions. The 28 ltters around the
border of the completed dagram, when read
clockwise starting from the 1op lefl-hand
corner, il spell out the full name of
wel-known book (seven words]. although the
book in question s nomally only known by

e firsttwo words of the ful . The
author's name appears within the puzale
itsel. The clues are arranged in alphabetical
order of their solutions.

{Hint: the two nine-leftr solutions are
unambiguously tied down by the the four
radial severletter soluions, and these wil in
tum tie down the rest of the puzzle )

1, Baha' imp misteated frogs lc. (8
2. McCafrey laid abou. seeing rec-blooded worms. (g
3. Headless birdofprey guards Delany’s jewels. (5
& One man iniialy involved i thiling mystery, a property
ths puzzle lacks? (9)
5 Salor in broken barrelcan be excluded from pub,
perhaps? (8)
§ Troll tangled wih web woven rom campanu. (8)
7.Being in love brings out primary characteristcs of
perimetric protagonist. (5)
8 Fredic and Dean's qun? 6]
9 Medival nsiument: the od king holds it (6}
10, Opener moved faok,captuted by eturing spy. (8]
11 Warios taken aback by Morias rodents. (6
12 One that Bil ' assigned to terminate o ooserve. (8)
13 Tree creature’s anger is unimpaired. (6) |
14 Parta to suspense: ere, Alen" is heavenly. (8] |
15. Doomed o be overwaigh, one like Dozois perhaps? (5)
16, Make fan lad o see hs perimelric character? (7)
17 Fiter aking horse, o horse rader? (7) |

18, Gas found on Barsoom (6)

18, Author discovered n anather berh. (7)

20, Jovian satelte using sine waves to generate charge. (6)
21. Strong reaction to rotection money? (8)

22, Titanium used in whip, a bi befind. (6)

23, Van Vogt's tale regarding a mobs stone thrown? (9]
24, North-eastern writer has the cure for sorrow. (8)

25, Strangely uneven lumpy hollow, (5)

26. Nun res fo be sick afer fstaftempt a sex. (6)

27. Singers of note at either pole? (§)

28 Incoherent? Notlike perimetric author! (7)

CROSSWORD
SOLUTION

See page 17

BLugs Fans atthis year's Eastercon took its theme of
Communicalon seriusly (ke the organisers: “Newsletier? We
don’ need no steenkin’ newsletter’) by telepathically decicing to all go
forbreakfast at once, form orderly queues at the bar, and snifly ignore
the camera crew (usually spotied dogging lain M. Banks's heels).
 Despite security imported from Prisoner H Block, one badgeless soul
wandered unchallenged for hours. Was Kev McVeigh incognito for fis
own safety or was he being ignored? « Following a Legendary editor's
percepive characterisation of the Clarke Award judges, atleast two of
them were seen proudly sporting “Offcial John Jarrold Dickhead"
badges. + What went wrong with the BSFA Tombola? People kept
winning. Apart from, as is traditional, Chris Terran, who spent a fiver
before they took piy and gave him an ancient Writers' and Arists
Yearbook. “Just what | always wanted" Perhaps he was consoled
when Caroline Mullan dropped to her knees before him in the dealers’
room and started bowing and groveling; we didn' fike to ask why.
-~ Aleph's previous convention was marked by narrow-eyed enquiries
as fo his identiy, but people at Intervention seemed eager to press
gossip on his spies. One person was determined to relate his
fascination with a certain busom lady and precisely where she
deposited his business card. Nice to see Ibrarians keeping abreast of
things and cisplaying their knowledge of Foundation garments
+ One Dav My Iuprints WiLL Come Voyage's publication of Steve
Baxter's Voyager (o vice versa) suggests a degree of product place-
ment is creeping si-wards. Watch out for Anne McCaffrey's Dragon-
stringer: HarperColins of Pern, v tie-in Third Roc From the Sun and
Alfred Bester's Penguin! Penguin! (UK vt Panther! Panther)
+ TecrnosassLE Yvonne Rowse's spelchecker program corrects
Ansible to Unusable, and we couldn' possibly comment
+IF Irs Any Gooo From the programme of the Birmingham
Readers' and Wers' Festival “14 May lain Banks: Novelist and
science fiction wrter lain Banks discusses his ffe and work'. Novelit
and sf wrter? Gosh
T O ConText Aleph likes Interzone, possibly because it is

according to Wiliam Burroughs in The Naked Lunch, “a haven for the
mongrel scum of the Eanh and ‘an engorged parasite on the
underbelly of the West". Has ‘Brian’ Pringle told the Ats Council?
+ HaLe-Bopp-A-LuLa Following the departure of Comet Hale-Bopp,
here's Be-Bopp (with @ syncopated orbi), Hale-Rock-n-Roll (which
reveals sinister messages when its path is extrapolated back in time)
and Teeny-Bopp, which willshine for  year and then be forgotten

Nemas OF THe SysTes Aleph received this heart-tugging letter

Dear Dr Aleph

My friend Victor has this terble pain all down his colophon and its

making hs I a complete misery. Some impacted foreign material

has become infected, and no mater what he does e just can'

shif it Prol. Jtfery recommends a full course of high colophonic

irigation ~ o you think this il work? Please, please help, as Im

worred that it willspread.

Yrs, Matt (A Woried Editor)
Answers on a postcard, please.
« Trose Crazv, Mixeo-Up SF Warers The splendid Visionary
Tongue magazine reveals the alter-egos of Editorial Consulants
Storm Freda Warrington ~ Wonder Fart Grain and Toning Dwarf
Rear - and Dark Lord of the Underworld Brian Stableford -
Starbrand of Bile and th ineffable Dribbler of Satan.
+ Thene's A Guy In Te Deatens' Roou ... According to Interven
fion's offcial membersfip list, member number 666 was one E. A.
Presley. — R<I<K,

Bic BUTTERS: Elzabeth Bilinger, Andy Buter, Penny Hil, Steve Jefery, Yvome
Rowse. Chis Terran. + Aleph welcomes scandal, rumou, clipings, cutings,
coppings. small pieces f cheese, and brbs (o edtorial adess).

2 the dangerously marginal matrix stands
I 07 onanacor as000 piatiorm, andis
“FiX  proporiionally represented by various
nats bits of software (notably zap, the jeremy

paxman of text editors), spin-doctored
» by an hp laserjet 51, grilled mercilessly
Oy new by pdc copyprint, fiyposted by
Se bramley mailing services, sent out

s, on the hustings by the royal mail,

e and tactically voted on by you

~marix 125- soundiracked by kate rusby, the chemical brathers,
evin ayers (~whatevershebringswesing-), dodgy, the kinks,
martin carthy, shirley and dolly colins, anfonin voré, lush.
‘mouth music, vincent hanna and eversomany polficians

— *you scream and shout / all day long”
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